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Big Business, Congess,
and the Public® Lands

“If you’ve ever dealt with an Armenian rug salesman, it’s the
same process. . . . It’s like dealing for cars, or like buying
something in an antique store.”

NSen.JamedicClure,1989 onhowhegotCongress
to allocatemillions of tax dollarsto build logging roadsin
NationalForests.

Herein easteriWashingtorthepublichasbeerbarragedby
seeminglyendlesspaid political advertisements. Wads of
corporatemoney have surgedinto the Pacific Northwestto
influence 1994 Congressionaglections. For what purpose?
Political power. Think aboutcorporatewealth and political
powerwhenyouthinkabouthepastandfutureoftheColumbia
Riverregion.

Muchofthiscorporatevealthderivesrom CongressQ8th
centuryfrontierlaws,suchasthe1864NorthernPacificrailroad
landgrantandthe1872Mining Law. Theseandotherenviron-
mentally destructiveandfiscally irresponsiblefrontier laws,
policies,andideasaredescribedy public landslegalscholar
CharleswilkinsonastheWestOSLord®f Yesterday.@uring
thelastcenturyCongressinleashethbehemotltorporatdorces
thattodaypervasivelyinfluencethe WestOmndscapes;om-
munities andpolitical institutionsN in partby pouringmoney
into electing and influencing Congress.

For yearsthe corporateOLordsof Yesterday®avehelda
virtual lock onthepolitical powerthatdrivesdecisiononthe
publicOandsin the West. Thecorporationsvork in political
powerstructuresalled"lron Triangles,"describedy former
WashingtonD.C. correspondenitedrick Smith, in his book
The Power Game: How Washington Works. An iron triangle
links (1) specialinterests(2) membersof Congressand (3)
federahgencieswhy OironOBecausén thesgowertriangles
the partnerswant an unbreakabldock on policy decisions,
keepingoutthepublic. Themilitary-industrialcomplexis one
example where the public is kept at bay.

Iron TrianglesdominateCongressQaecisionsaboutthe
National Forestsmining, andthe ColumbiaRiverOsisheries
andhydropower.

JamedMcClure,formerU.S.Senatoandtodayacorporate
lobbyist, helpsgive the Iron Trianglea humanface. Elected
with funding from the WestOsorporatelords of Yesterday,
Sen.McClureusedhis skill andtremendousenatoriapower
to threatenand intimidate local ForestService officials to
increaséoggingin theNationalForests McClure, aidedbythe
ForestServicehierarchy,worked Congressionatommittees

with consummateskill to obtainhundredsof millions of tax
dollars for building logging roads. With help from the
NorthwestOsulti-billion dollartimbercorporationsMcClure
renderedheForestServiceQsanningprocesgor theNational
Forestsvirtually worthless.In 1990McClureleft Congresso
becomea directorof Boise Cascaddimber company,and of
mining corporations Electedostensiblyto Oprotect@ahoans
from Ospecidhterests@ndfrom WashingtonP.C.,McClure
walkedthroughCongress@svolvingdoorto becomealobby-
istfor corporatd_ordsof Yesterdayn thenationOsapitalcity.

An opposingforce with far less political power is the
ODissident®riangle. TheDissidenfTriangleworksto openup
thepowergame ,andconsistsaccordingo Hedrick Smith, of
(1) themedia,(2) internalcritics of federalagenciesand(3)
alliesin CongressThistriangleworksto keeppublicdecisions
opento the public. In the Pentagonthe DissidentTriangle
empowershistle-blowerdo moreeffectivelychallengegen-
eralsandadmirals,corporationswith military contracts,and
membersof Congressall of whom benefit from weapons
systemsN no matterwhethertheseweaponsare functional,
necessaryor affordable.

As in the Pentagona DissidentTrianglealsoexistsin the
U.S. ForestService. During the 1980san organizationcoa-
lescedaroundheeffortsof atimbersaleplannerJeffDebonis:
theAssociatiorof ForestServiceEmployeegor Environmen-
tal Ethics.In thestrugglefor reformingtheU.S.ForestService
and Americanforest policies, this DissidentTriangle is at-
temptingto breakthe Iron TriangleOkck on National Forest
policy.

Today,decisionsaboutthe publicOforestsandfisheriesin
the PacificNorthwestaredominatedby Iron Triangles effec-
tively closedo thepublic. TheAmericanpeoplearelosingthe
power game here, and with it their forests and fisheries.

Not even200 yearsafter Lewis and Clark, the Columbia
Riverregionoftodayisbattered Surfaceandgroundwatersare
contaminatedwith some of the worldOsworst nuclearand
mining pollution. Rivers are dammed. Forestsare trashed.
Streamsarechokedwith fish-killing sediment.Humanpopu-
lation numbersand demandson habitatare surgingupward.
Otherspeciesare facing extinction: salmon,bull trout, stur-
geon grizzly bear,mountaincaribou. OurtroubledColumbia
River ecosystenis inextricablylinked to our troubledAmeri-
canpolitical system.

PBJohnOsborn
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personneleventhoughwe weresomewhatearful
the line officers might not get the point.

They didnOt get it. In fact, they defy it.

NEPA, theNationalEnvironmentaPolicyAct,
is a procedurallaw that sets standardsfor the
contenbf environmentatlocumentsindalsogov-
ernsa detailedprocessof public involvementin
decision-making.Eventhoughit is procedurain
nature NEPAIs still alaw. Governmenagencies
managingpublic resourcesare boundto comply
with NEPA as they are with any law.

In March 1992 the ForestServiceand then-
PresidentBush tried to revoke citizen appeals
againstillegal timber salesaltogetherTheywere
stoppedonly by a massivepublic outcry. Subse-
guentattemptdorendem@ppealsneaningleswere
haltedwhen Congresgassed law keepingap-
pealsin placeandnew regulationsto administer
thatlaw. Now, in 1994, certainagencyofficials
havedevisedyetanotheischemdo undercupub-
lic oversighof flaweddecisionstheychangedhe
standard®y which appealsrereviewed without
telling thepublic or the Chiefwhattheyhaddone.

Thechangesveresubtlebutwesawthemin the
languag®f severahppeatenialsvereceivedhat
justdidnOmakesense Thelettersfrom theForest
Servicestatedthat our claims had merit, but the

ForestWatch

NEW STANDARDS OF
APPEALS REVIEW

or
HOW TO BREAK THE LAW AND HIDE

THE TRUTH

OObeyhelaw. Tell thetruth. ORemembethesavordsfrom JackWard Thomasashetookhisplace
asChief of the ForestService? We wereelatedwhenthis ordercamedown theranksto all agency

By Sara Folger

appeal sweredeniedanyway. Wewererather puzzled,
to saytheleast becauseve hadneverseerthatkind
of decisionbefore.

Up until nowtheForestServiceCadmissiorthat
NEPA claims had merit had alwaysresultedin a
remandof the projectdecisionfor furtheranalysis,
and a new decision or withdrawal of the project.

A few daysafterreceivingtwo of theseunusual
appealdenials,we alsoreceiveda packagdrom an
anonymoussourcewithin the agency.lt included,
amongotherthings,asmokinggunin theform of a
memooutlining a conferencecall betweenthe Re-
gion 1 Foresterand his ForestSupervisors. This
conferencecall was madeto issuethe Regional
ForesterQdirectionon standard®f review for ad-
ministrativeappealsanddesignatgersongespon-
sible for the reviews.

Theoutlineshowsthatthe ChiefOmstructionso
Q..focusonthesubstantivequality and correctness...of
theprojectdecisionasopposedo justits procedural
or legal adequacy...@ere interpretedas a review
which considersOmanagememjuestions@insert:
decisionlogic, stewardshiprespons¢o comments)
and statesthat OproceduratrrorsQ(insert: NEPA
violations) Q..can be resolved by issuing
instructions...focorrection...oNEPAdocuments.O

This languagehasmajor impactsto the way in
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which appealsare decided. The Appeal Deciding
Officer candecidethatlegalviolationsarenot Ofun-
damentalQo the decision, deny the appeal,and
instructthe projectdecision-maketo makechanges
tothedocumentandreleaseheproject. Thiswould
allow changesto be madeto the project without
subsequenpublic review, which is a NEPA viola-
tion. Violating NEPA is illegal.

NEPA, onceaninviolate standardoy which the
meritsof appealsverejudged,is now subjectto the
discretionof AppealReviewingandDecidingOffic-
ers,who cometo the processwith all their personal
valuesand professionabiasesmixed in with their
reviewsof citizenappeals.This interpretivepolicy
reflectsanarrogantdisdainfor the public participa-
tion objectivesof NEPA, andits applicationconsti-
tutes lawlessness on the part of public officials.

Since mid-Septembekve have alertedactivists
acrossthe countryto this situation,alongwith the
mediamembersf CongressandForestServiceand
U.S. Departmenbf Agriculture officials. We have
hadnosatisfactoryesponséo ourconcern®verthis
obviousexpressiorof contemptfor the law andthe
Americanpublic. This blatantundertakingto once
againcircumventlaw andlogic to Ogethe cut outO
only hardensour skepticismtoward promisesof
reformanddeepen®ur disappointmenin a Forest
Servicemandated to Qpreserve, protect, and enhanceO
our publicforests.

It is ironic thatsincewe exposedhis attemptto
skirt the law, we havesuddenlybegunto win some
appealsfteraperiodof seeingeverysubstantivand
well-foundedappeablenied with noopportunityfor
furtherreview. Thissituatiorreinforceourdetermi-
nation to protect public oversightof public land
managementiecisions. Without public oversight,
theforestswill befurtherravagedy theserenegade
public officials.

IEPLC FOREST WATCH
AFFILIATES

WASHINGTON

Kettle RangeConservatiorGroup
Pend Oreille Environmental Team
Tonasket Forest Watch

Methow Forest Watch

Citizens for Responsible Logging

IDAHO

Wallace Forest Watch

Citizens for Environmental Equality
Kootenai Environmental Alliance
SandpoinforestWatch

Boundry Backpackers

INWARD

Clearwater Forest Watch Coalition
Bonners Ferry Forest Watch
Selkirk-PriestBasinAssociation

WESTERN MONTANA

CabinetResourceésroup
Montana Wilderness Association

EASTERN OREGON

Grand Ronde Resource Council
Blue Mountain Native Forest Allianc

REGIONAL FOREST WATCH

Greater Yellowstone Coalition
Alliance for the Wild Rockies
IdahoConservatiorLeague
IdahoWildlife Federation
AmericanWildlands
EcologyCenter

/
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A CALL TO ACTION!
DonOtet wild salmondisappearfrom the Northwest!

1994wastheworstyeareverfor runsof ColumbiaandSnakeriver wild salmon.Only oneadultsockeye

returned to the Snake River basin. Chinook runs dropped from thousands to only few hundred.
This is a disaster for the fish, and for the people who depend upon them.

FifteenyearsagoCongressreatedhe NorthwestPowerPlanningCouncilandmandatedt to protect
salmon from devastation by the Columbia and Snake river hydropower system.

Finally, apanelof federajudgeshasruledthatthePowerPlanningCouncilcannolongerfollow thelead

of industriesutilities,andagenciesvhoconsistentlyaluepoweraboveish. InsteadtheCouncilisto defer
to the knowledge and science of Indian tribes and of fish and wildlife agencies.

TheNorthwestPowerPlanningCouncilis nowin the proces®f revisingandamendingts Strategyfor
Salmon.

BeforeNovemberl0, write a letterto your Governoraboutthe NorthwestPowerPlanningCouncilOs
proposed options for amending its plan, Strategy for Salmon.

Some points 10 include in your letter:

Gov.Mike Lowry
LegislativeBuilding
State Capital
Olympia, WA 98504

er
TheP acificNorthwest:an_hayeBOTH h}t/ic(i)rrap(;);vey
andﬂsheriesSalmorextincﬂonusnotanop .

thelaw.

Gov.BarbaraRoberts
LegislativeBuilding
State Capital
Salem,OR 97310

ingthe
Option 1) More barging. ResponseB_e:rglgge‘;ect
fish arounddamshasnot worked. Stopit.
Optionl.

Option2) More studies. ResponseStohptg:a\set;?ﬁ.
time andact.Option2 merelystudlestheﬂs

RejectOptionZ.

Gov.Cecil Andrus
State Capital
Boise, ID 83720

[ Il of theseoptionswould
Optlog\sgéé,r:&(;s;c@mm aseries:)f_slac'loNatber
Changa'rsinto somesemblance)f aﬂoww_\g river tgr
resermebinationof increasinglows, spllhng_ Wa‘.q e
SOmech0 dams, and drawing down‘reservows. o
?\flférn;:The Pc;werPlanningCouncn shouldsupp

Option 3, 4, or 5.

Gov.Marc Racicot
State Capital
HelenaMT 59620

Also send a copy of your
letterto theNorthwestPower
Planning Council; 851 SW 6th

Ave Suite1100;Portland OR
97204.
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ConservationUpdatesbb

Curr ent Eventsin

the News

e —
Timber appealsbrushed aside,

group says

U.S.ForestServiceallowssaleeven

if procedural errors found

By J. Todd Foster
Staff writer

A SpokaneenvironmentagjroupclaimstheU.S. For-
estServiceis twisting newappealsegulationgo violate
federal law and ram through shaky timber sales.

Agencyofficials denythe chargebut concedahatof
the54 appealslecidedn thenorthernRockyMountains
region this year, the Forest Service rejected all but or

The regulationswere enactednationwideJan. 3 to
streamline the timber sale process.

ForestServicedocumentsuggesappealsiowcanbe
deniedevenif the timber salescontainOproceduragr-
rors,Gaslongastimberplannersorrecttheflaws before
the sales are put up for bid.

Sucherrorsin the pastforcedtheagencyto withdraw
timbersalesandreworkthem.

OTheagencyhasonceagainfound a way to gut the
appealgprocessandneutralizecitizenoversightof man-
agementlecisions,@aidBarry Rosenbergf the Inland
Empire Public Lands Council. OTheyOvgiven them-
selves permission to break the law.O

Lastyear, the councilOsvin-loss recordfor appeals
was9-1inthenortherrRockiegegionNMontanaandthe
upper half of Idaho. This year, itOs 1-4.

Conservationistérequentlywon appealdn the past
baseddnproceduraérrors whichincludeanynumberof
failuressuchasnotconsideringadversempactsonwild-
life.

SteveSolemregionabppealsindlitigation coordina-
tor in Missoula,saidtimbersalesareundergreaterscru-
tiny thaneverbeforefrom the agencybecaus®f public
pressure.

That,in largepart,accountdor theagencyOsuccess
in planning sales, he said.

(continued on next page)

Agencymove
foolish, illegal

SteveSolemOslaimsin OTimbeappealdrushedaside,
groupclaimsQ(Sept.23) aremisleading at best.He states,
OltOamazingtheyOréenvironmentalistsjeigning surprise
with somethinglearlyarticulatedn thedraftregulationghat
went through substantial public review.O

We arenGsurprised put outraged WeOreot protesting
the new appealsegulationsbut the fact that Region1 has
creatednew standarddo evaluateappeals.Theseare two
distinctentities. Thesenewstandardarebeingimplemented
without any public notification or review and without the
sanctiorof the Departmenbf Agricultureor the chiefof the
ForestService.

Thesenew standardsallow the ForestServiceto deny
appealsevenwhen that agencyhas brokenthe law. The
NationalEnvironmentaPolicy Act mandatethattheagency
follow procedurethatfully examineheeffectsatimbersale
will haveonfish, water,wildlife, etc.Withoutsuchinforma-
tion the Forest Service cannot make a sound decision.

TheForestServiceis sayingthateventhoughits hasnot
providedtheneedednvironmentainformation,it neverthe-
lesscandenyanappeablndaddtheinformationto therecord
whenthepubliccannoappeathedepartment@snclusions.

Two yearsago, the ForestServiceOsffort to gut the
appealprocessvasstoppedy massivegpublicoutcry.Now,
renegadeegional forestersare striking out on their own,
indicatingthatmanyForestServicemembersrestruggling
with thechiefOmandatéo OObeyhelaw. Tell thetruth.(rhe
old guardof the ForestServicewill do anythingto subvert
public process and maintain its Oget the cut outO ment

Barry Rosenbergdirector

ForestWatchProgram Spokane
October 1, 1994. Copyright 1994, by The Spokesman-Review.
Used with permission of The Spokesman-Review

ality.
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A newreport on federal
giveawayscitescheap
mining land, timber,
power from federal dams
and other Northwest
resources

By H. JosefHebert
The AssociatedPress

WASHINGTONN Under the
outdatedgoal of developingthe
West, the federal governments
giving away hillions of dollars
worth of naturalresourceso sub-
sidizeprivatebusinessacongres-
sionalreportsays.

Thesubsidiegomein theform
of cheapwater,under-pricedim-

Businessese&ap

berandhelpfor privateinterests
rangingfrom miningcompanies
to ranchersandfarmers,there-

port says.

While thesesubsidiesnayat
one time have beenneededto
spur growth in the West, they
nowarelargelyunnecessargnd
syphon badly needed revenue
from the federal Treasury said
thestudyreleasedundaybythe
HouseNaturalResource€om-
mittee.

Thereport,developedy the
panelO$Hemocratic staff, said
thatwhile the needfor govern-
mentto promotesettlementof
the Westhaslong passedQthe
practice of paying the private
sector to develop public re-
sourcesontinuesunabated.O

And the study said the subsi-
dies,rangingfrom sellingmining
claimsfor afew dollarsto provid-
ing cheapelectricityfromgovern-
mentdamsaresowidespreadhat
no onecansaywhatthetotal cost
is to the taxpayer.

OWesimplydonGknow.It runs
into the hundreds of millions,
sometimesillionsofdollars. And
on a cumulativebasisitOff the
charts,(Rep. GeorgeMiller, D-
Calif., thecommitteeCGshairman,
told a group of reporters.

Many of thesesubsidieshave
beendiscussedin Congressfor
yearsandthe debatehasintensi-
fied sincethe Clinton administra-
tions began pushing for higher
grazingfees royalty payment®n
hardrock minerals and higher

(continued from last page)

Solem said the new regulations
clearlyallow agencystaffersto deny
appealsf valid proceduraktoncerns
areaddressebleforesalesareputup
for bid.

OltGamazingthat theyOréeign-
ing surprisewith somethingclearly
articulatedin the draft regulations
thatwentthroughsubstantiapublic
review,0O he said.

Olthink he (Rosenberg)s being
opportunistiao drive homehisfrus-
trationwith theprocess,Solemsaid.
OTheyhavemadea businessout of
appealingin termsof forcing their
issues.O

The regulationsdonOtllow the
ForestServiceto skirt federalenvi-
ronmentallaws to speedup timber
sales, said Debbie Sivas, the land
councilOs Seattle attorney.

Sheis considerindiling alawsuit

tocontestheagencyQsterpretation.

OWenow donOtave any legal
handleto stopthem(ontimbersales)
unless we sue them,O Sivas said.

Thelandscouncilalreadyis suing
to stop the Upper Sunday Timber
Sale in northwestern Montana®
Kootenai National Forest.

Itsappealvasdeniedeventhough
theagencyagreedhatplannergailed

todocumenthatwildlife andstreams
wonObeharmed.

OThisa fraud,ORosenbergsaid.
The agencyis Oobviousltrying to
put timber into the pipeline. This is
renegaddorestry.O

Thenewguidelinesallow appeals
only to regionalforestersjnsteadof
first going through forest supervi-
sors.

Appealsmust be decidedwithin
45 daysinsteadof 90 daysunderthe
oldrules.

September 23, 1994
Copyright 1994, by The Spokesman-
Review. Used with permission of The
Spokesman-Review
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big subsidies

pricesfor timbertakenfrom fed-
eralforests.

ButMiller saidthegovernment
giveawayof its naturalresources
is evenbroaderthanthatwith no
clearway to determinein many
casesvhois reapingthe benefits.

While somesubsidiesshould
be eliminated altogether,others
shouldbecurtailedandstill others
should besubjected to Oneanstest-
ingOto ensurethat wealthy indi-
vidual sor prosperouscorporations
arenot giventaxpayer-funded sup-
port.

Thereportlistsdozenof cases
whereprivateindividualsor cor-
porationsarebenefitingiromgov-
ernmentresourcesrangingfrom
cheapccessofederaland,water
or mineralrightsto beneficialtax
benefits.

Among the examples cited
were:

¥ Mining companieghat pur-
chasethrougha Opatenting@ro-
cess the rights to federal land

andthenreapbillionsofdollars
from hardrockmineralssuch as
goldandplatinumwithoutpaying
the government pennyin royal-
ties.

¥Cheapelectricityfromfederal
powersuppliersn the Northwest
andin the Missouri River Basin.
While in somecaseshe gaphas
narrowed,federal power still is
muchcheapethanothersources,
the report said.

It cited the caseof the Pick-
SloanProjectintheMissouri River
Basin where subsidized federal
powercostsaslittle 1.2 centsper
kilowatt-hourcomparedo 3 cents

forwholesal edl ectricity fromother
sources.

¥The saleof timberfrom fed-
eral forestsat pricesthat do not
coverthe costsof administration
or theconstructionof milesof road-
wayN at taxpayer expenseN
needed for harvesting.

Oregonian
August 8, 1994

“We simply don’t know. It
runs into the hundreds of

millions, sometimes billions
of dollars.”

Rep. GeorgeMiller, D-
Calif.

ForestHealth cure could costbillions

Somefederal officials saybenefitscould outweigh costs

By Scott Sonner
of the AssociatedPress

WASHINGTON N Fully ad-
dressindgoresthealthandwildfire
concernson just one-tenthof the
nationalforestlandsin the West
would cost theForest Serviceabout
$3.5billion, roughlythesizeof its
annuabudgetareportsaidTues-

day.

Salvage logging, prescribed
burning and other operationsto
reduce heavy wood fuel loads
wouldprobablycostanaveragef
about$250peracreover 14 mil-
lion acresof nationalforestsn the
region, the Congressional Re-
search Service said.

The service,the researcharm

of the Library of Congressalso
concludedhatsalvagdoggingN
harvestingleaddyingandburned
treesN never produces enough
moneyto offset the coststo the
federal treasury.

But top officials for the Agri-
culture and Interior departments
said the benefitsoften outweigh

(continued on next page)

September/October 1994 7RANS/TIONS 9



(continued from last page)

the costsin termsof reducedire
threatsandimprovedwildlifehabi-
tat.

OIf 10 percentof the national
forestsystemlandsin the (West-
ern) statesN 14 million acresN
weretreatedjotal treatmentosts
would be about $3.5 billion,
roughlyequalto theannuaForest
Servicebudget,Qhe CRS report
said.

OEverif the costwere spread
out over a decade forest health
and fuel managementnight re-
quire a 10 percent increase in
agencyappropriationsat a time
whenCongresandthe president
are trying to reducethe federal
budget deficit,O it said.

The studywasunveiledTues-
dayduring ajoint hearingbefore
theHouseAgricultureandNatural
Resourcesommitteeson West-
ernforestfires andrelatedforest
healthissueslt wasrequestedy
Rep. George Miller, D-Calif.,
chairman of theNatural Resources
Committee.

OWespendhundredsof mil-
lions of dollars on fire manage-
mentbut only a smallfraction of
that on actionthat might prevent
fires,OAssistantAgriculture Sec-
retaryJamed.yonstold the pan-
els.

OWeéhavecometo oneof those
points like in the famous... oil
filter ad.You canpay menow or

you can pay me later,O he said.

Wildfiresthisyearhaveburned
nearly4 million acresandcostthe
governmennearly $900 million,
the committees were told.

Some 40,000 fires burned 1
million acresof stateandprivate
landsand more than 1.2 million
acresof nationalforests,ata cost
to the governmentin excessof
$700 million, Lyons said.

Assistant Interior Secretary Bob
Armstrong said his department
spentabout$168 million to sup-
pressfires thatburnedmorethan
1.2 million acresof lands man-
agedvytheNationalParkService,
Bureauof LandManagemenand
other Interior Departmentagen-
cies.

ODemandor resourcesoften
exceedethesupply, O8¥mstrong
saidTuesdayOWedealwith hur-
ricanesand earthquakesbut we
for somereasornavenQiealtvery
well with fire, knowingfull well it
will occur.O

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Oresaid
the estimatesin the CRS report
wereOprettygoosey Onotingthe
estimatedcosts per acre ranged
from lessthan$100to morethan
$1,000.

But Lyons, who overseeghe
Forest Serviceasassistant for natu-
ralresourceandtheenvironment,
saidheacceptethemasOballpark
estimates.O

OOverallwe needto look at
theseas investmentsthat avoid
future investmentan (fire) sup-
pressiorandbenefitan improved
wildlife habitat,O Lyons said.

OMakeno mistakeaboutit, we
are talking about significant in-
vestment in forest management
thatwe haveneglectedor some-
time,O he said.

The CRS report said salvage
saleftencostmorethantherev-
enuesthey generatebecauseof
lower timber quality and higher
operating costs for buyers.

OFurthermorghe(U.S.) Trea-
surylosesevenwhenthesalesare
net cashgenerators,Qkk report
said.

Thatis becausd 00percenif
thereceiptsaredepositedn afund
for preparingand administering
futuresalvagesalesvhile another
25 percentof the receiptsis re-
turned to the states.

ThereforeQ12%ercenof sal-
vagesalereceiptsarepermanently
appropriated, with the extra 25
percentbeing paid from profit-
able, non-salvagesales,Qhe re-
portsaid.

LyonsandArmstrongsaidthey
agreedwith the conclusionthat
salvagesalesareanetmoneyloser
to the federal government. But
Lyonssaid,Olnthis casetheben-
efits would outweigh the costs.O

Lewiston Morning Tribune
October 5, 1994
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Wildfir esfuel timber ad

campaign

But conservationistssayindustry exploitstragedy

By J. Todd Foster

Staff writer

Wildfires raging across the
Westmight be a public relations
panacedor the troubled timber
industry.

Thefires haveplacedthe con-
ceptof salvagdoggingatthefront
of thepublic psycheandindustry
spindoctorshavewastednotime
bankrollingit into aregionalme-
diablitz.

Membersof the Coeur d@\lene-

burnedtimbercanatleastrecoup

based IntermountainForestIndus-  firefighting costs.

try Associationare bombarding

OThepublic will not tolerate

airwavesandnewsprintacrosshe the notion that we shouldleave

Inland Westwith whatmanysci-

deadtimber in the woods,Gsaid

entistsconsidera moderatemes- Ken Kohli, spokesman for the

sage:

CoeurdOAlengmberassociation.

Careful forest management N His grouphaspurchasedhou-

thinning fir treesand using pre-
scribedburnsto rid thegroundof
dangerouduels N can take the
punch out of many wildfires.
And if thatfails, salvagingthe

sandsf dollarsworthof hugeads
in 12daily andfour weeklynews-
papersand half-minute spotson
31 regional radio stations.

(continued on next page)
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(continued from last page)

In apolitical climatewherethe
publicOsviews on logging shift
with thewind, thetimberindustry
is now tackingat full sail, Kohli
said.

But a Spokane-basedonser-
vationgroupcallsitexploitingtrag-
edyandtwisting the factsto feed
sawmills.

The Inland Empire Public
LandsCouncilis incensecat be-
ing portrayedasOradicals®@hose
objectiongo logginghavecaused
this summerOsatastrophiavild-
fires.

The council will trot out its
ownscientistandconsultantin a
newsbriefingtoday todebunk what
it callsacampaigrof misinforma-
tion and deception.

OBigrimberwantsyoutothink
theforestsneedobeOsaved®m
fires Nwith a chain-sawmassa-
cre.Theyareusingtheirenormous
financial resourcesNandyou, if
they canNto sell the big lie,Othe
councilsaidin a statemento the
mediaTuesday.

Kohli islaughingall thewayto
the polls. A recentsurveyof 405
Idahoansshowedmore than 80
percentsupportsalvagelogging,
especiallyafterwildfires, andbe-

lieve it can reduce wildfire risks.

OThdssueis a hugeloserfor
them (environmentalists). The
longerit staysin thelimelight, the
morepolitical capitaltheysquan-
der,O Kohli said.

Olftheseadsaregettingunder-
neaththe skin of peoplewho be-
lieveachainsawdoesn®taveany

placein the forest,thenso be it.
Thesarethesamepeoplevhotell
uswe oughtnotto weedour own
family garden,O he said.
Althoughbothsidesof thede-
bategenerallyagreghatsomeree
thinningandprescribedurnscan
help diseasedorests,the dispute
is over motives and how much.
Many environmentalistsregard
fervent calls for salvagelogging
asaruseto getattimbernoteasily
availablebecausef increasingly
stringent environmental laws.
A Spokandorestryconference
Sept.8 and 9 will promotethe
premise, however, that
undermanaged forestshaveturned
thelnlandNorthwesintoatinder-
box.
Theconferencésorganizedy
Boise CascadéCorp.and Ameri-
canForestsamoderateonserva-
tion groupfoundedin 1875asthe
AmericanForestryAssociation.
OWedonOthink we haveany
problemwith thescience,8aidR.
Neil Sampson, executive vice
presidentof AmericanForestsn
WashingtonpD.C.
Okee20million acresf Inland
Northwest forestsindeeptrouble,0
hesaid,quotingathree-yeastudy
by a cross-section of scientists.
A centuryof fire suppression
coupledwith notimberharvesting
haveturnedthin ponderosaine
stands into thickets choked by
firepronefirs, hesaid.
Sampson@goupandthetim-
berindustryareusingrecentfires
to bolstertheir case.

Monday on Coeur dOAleneOs
NettletonGulch,afire causedbya
cigarette or match torched two
acreson Canfield Mountain. But
becaus¢heareshadbeerthinned,
the blazeneverjumpedinto tree
crownsandwasquickly confined
anddousedsaidCraigEly, acting
fire managemenbfficer for the
FernanRangemistrict.

Conservationists note the
agency now advocating careful
thinningandsalvageoperationss
thesameU.S. ForestServicethat
just a few yearsagowassigning
off on clearcuts.

OWdavetoremembethatsal-
vageis donefor money,BaidSara
Folger, coordinatorof the public
landscouncilOBorestWatchpro-
gram. OltOsot doneas a restor-
ativeactivity.

OTherhetoric out thereflying
aroundandthehypebeingperpe-
tratedon the public is we haveto
salvagesverythingo savethefor-
ests,O she said.

ForSampsowf AmericanFor-
ests, healing Westernforests is
worth a few hits from what he
considergxtremistsntheconser-
vation community. After all, he
said, bad newsis betterthan no
news.

OltOseverfun to be pilloried,
but quite frankly itOso fun to be
ignored,esaid.

August 31, 1994

Copyright 1994, by The Spokesman-
Review. Used with permission of The
Spokesman-Review
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Industry ad about wildfir e
angers gioup

By Linda Ashton
Associated Pess

SPOKANEN The timber indus-
try hastappedinto public concern
aboutwildfire with a misleadingad
campaigrdesignedo promotemore
logging, an environmental group
chargedNednesday.

At anewsconferencespokesman

Barry Rosenbergf the Inland Em-
pire Public Lands Council said the
industrycampaign'shamelesslyex-
ploitsthefire situation."

"This is a ruseto log timber to
makeprofits," he said.

Nonsensecounteredan industry
representativayho accusedhePub-

'This is a ruse to log

timber to make profits.'
Db Barry Rosenberg
Inland Empire Public
LandsCouncil

'Their goal is to beat the forest

products industry at all costs.'

bBEKen Kohli
IntermountainForest
Industry Association

The MontanaWildernessAsso-
ciation also issued a statement in
Kalispell assailingthe industry'sad
campaign for spreading

lic LandsCouncilof misrepresenting disinformationandsayingtheindus-

the facts.

"This hasbecomean intensede-
bate thatOs lot about politics and
very little aboutthe environment,”
KenKohli, aspokesmafor thelnter-
mountain Forest Industry Associa-
tion, said in an interview after the
pressconference.

"Their goal is to beatthe forest
products industry at all costs."

Industryis trying to capitalizeon
wildfire fearsto boosttheiraccesso
timber, Andersersaid.

try positionthatlogging is the only
alternativeto devastatingvildfire is
ridiculous.

Logging hasneverstoppedwild-
fires in westernMontanaandwon't,
said Stormy Good, Flatheadchapter
presidenbf MWA. "In fact,clearcuts
andhighgradelogging...oftenincrease
fire danger," Good said.

MWA memberBob Zimmerman
of Libby saidtheentireindustrycam-
paign appears'to be to allow the
timbercompaniesccessnto public

The campaignis OQintellectuallyroadless land while they continue

dishonest®@asedn the premisethat
if thetreesarenGitut, naturewill burn
them, he said.

Wildfire in Washingtoralonehas
burnednearly250,000acresandde-
stroyedmorethanthreedozerhomes
and cabins this summer.

unsustainabldogging on industrial
land."

An industrynewspapeadbegins
thisway: OThéraveeffortsof thou-
sandof firefightersacrosghenation
will eventually control this year®
catastrophidorestfires. Sadly, this

yearOsagiclossesnaybebutapre-
viewunlespublic-landnanagerare
immediatelyallowedto harvestdead
anddyingtimberonour nationalfor-
ests.

"The irresponsibleactions of a
few radicalshaveblockedeventhe
mostmodeseffortstoreturnto asafe
and healthycondition throughthin-
ning andselectivelogging."

Accompanying photographsshow
a healthy-lookingtimber saleon the
IdahoPanhandl®&ationalForestand
ascorched-eartBhotlabeled'forest
fire aftermath'ontheBoiseNational
Forest.

Theheadlinesays:"One of these
Idahoforestswasselectivelylogged
in 1994 ... One of them wasnOt."

Industryis trying to capitalizeon
wildfire fearsto boosttheiraccesso
timber, said Mathew Andersen, a
Spokandawyer and spokesmarior
the800-membePublicLandsCoun-
cil.

The campaignis "intellectually
dishonest,basednthepremisehat
if thetreesaren'tcut,naturewill burn
them, he said.

But someof thesefires, in areas
wherefuelshavebuilt upfor decades,
arenot eco-friendly,Kohli said.The
blazexanburnelk aliveandboil fish
right out of the water, he said.

"Fireslike thisarenotinevitable,"
he said.

Removingdeadtimber from the
woods can help preventgiant, de-
structiveburnsin thefuture,hesaid.

"Theindustryis committecto do-
ing the right thing, acre by acre,”
Kohli said.

Missoulian
September 1, 1994

September/October 1994 7RANS/TIONS 13



Salvagesaleangers
environmentalists

By J. Todd Foster

Staff Writer

REPUBLIC,Wash.N A U.S.Forest
Serviceproposato log wildfire-ravaged
treesin aroadlessreais outragingenvi-
ronmentalistsput loggersare eyeinga
windfall.

TheCoppeButtefire burnedanesti-
mated10,67@cresfollowing alate July
lightning strike.

Althoughthefire is still smoldering,
federalforestersalreadyplanto salvage
roughly 5 million boardfeetwhile the
wood is still marketable.

Thetimber salewould yield enough
woodfor approximatelyb00newhomes
and could fetch more than $1 million.

Removingreesgevendeadoneswill
disturbfragile soilsanddeprivethemof
nutrient-rich materialsthat result from

decaying trees, conservationists said.

OltOdike mugging a burn victim,O
said Tim Coleman, president of theK ettle
RangeConservatiorGrouphere.

Onrecentoursof theLambertCreek
areavheremuchofthetimberis slatedo
be harvestedscoref loggersandtim-
ber executivesharedthe woodswith a
handful of conservationists.

It wasnOt pretty.

OTohell with the environmental-
ists,OshoutedDon Greene,a retired
truckdriverwho saidheOtired of see-
ing extremists run the Forest Service.

OThereQgoing to be wood here
long after we@edead and gone, OGreene
said.

RepublicDistrict RangerPatEgan
saidtheagencyhasonly aone-to two-
yearwindowto sellthetimberbeforeit
rots or gets infested with insects.

Althoughsomeof thesalvagesale
is in the Profanity RoadlessArea, no
new roads will be built, she said.

Roughly 750 acreswoul d belogged
by helicoptemwheretherearenoroads,
andby cablesandskiddersvherethere
are,Egansaid.

OWedonOhaveany parameterso
exempt salvagesalesfrom environ-
mentalregulations,Shetold threeen-
vironmentalisteandabout20 pro-log-
gingcitizenswhowantedthesal erushed
through.

ColemanandMike Peterserof the
K ettleRangegrouptriedto soothephilo-
sophicalwoundsby walking with log-
gersanddispellingwhat they call myths
aboutperceivedreehuggers.

Olndustrys telling all thepeoplethat
environmentalistddonOwant any log-
ging on nationalforests,@aidColeman,
40. OWe havenOt said that at all.O

Only 17 percentof the Colville Na-
tional Forests roadlessndshouldnCie
logged,hesaid.

Orhey®@egoingfull borethat wedon®
wantto seeanyonén thenationalforests
unlesgheyOrgoingfor ahike,&Coleman
said.

The ForestServiceexpectsto com-
pleteanenvironmentaktudyof the sal-
vagesaleby Januaryandthenincorpo-
rate public concerns by March.

The timber would not be sold until
May attheearliest.

Olfyou putup partof asaleto satisfy
thesefolks (ColemanOgroup), thereOs
not going to be any volumeleft to har-
vest,&aidBoiseCascade@im Levers.

ButSaraFolgeroftheSpokandased
InlandEmpirePublicLandsCouncilsaid
forestmanagerareignoringeveryforest
component except trees.

Wildlife, fisheriesandsoilshavenot
beenconsideredshesaid.

"This is a timber auction," Folger
said. "ItOswe want the treesand donOt
give a damn about anything else."

October 1, 1994

Copyright 1994, by The Spokesman-
Review. Used with permission of The
Spokesman-Review

Tyeefir e couldnOhave beencontrolled

By J. Todd Foster

Staff writer
Forest managerscouldnot have

Conditionswere just too ripe
for disaster, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Serviceconcluded.

O'he Tyee fire® origin and

reducedthe severityof the Tyee progresshadlittle or no relation-
Creekwildfire in ChelanCounty shipto landownershipor whether
through timber management or theland wasmanagedor timber
controlledburns,afederalagency productionor reservedfor other
says.

values,suchasspottedowl habi-
tat, dheagencysaidafterarecent
survey of the burned area.

Thefirescorched 135,000 acres
in lateJulyandAugustfromnorth
of Entiatto LakeChelan At least
threereproducingpairsof threat-
ened spotted owls lost their
habitat.

(continued on next page)
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(The Oregonian, 7-31-94)

U.S. ForestServicemanagers in aloggedareabeforespreading  David Browitt, a Boise Cas-
say that thinning densetimber- to heavyloggingslashandreach- cadeforesterin Ellensburg,said
landsandusing controlledburns ing nearly2,000acresn oneday. the TyeeCreekfire is notagood
to rid the ground of flammable Twenty-four hourslater, dan- exampleof the benefitsof forest
debris can reduce fire intensity. gerousweatherconditionsNlow managemenfThefire wassoin-

But the summerof 1994was humidityandhighwindsandtem- tenseijt outranitselfwith thewind
notthetimetotestthetheory,said peraturesNcausethefiretoblow and ignited areasa mile or more
silviculturist Don Rose of the upandconsume0,000acresthe away.
OkanogarNationalForest. Fish and Wildlife Service said. Thefire sparedhehomeofone

Moisturein treesandneedles  ODuringthis period of explo- 5-acrdandownerhoweverwhen
was at its lowest point sincethe sive progress, the fire burned it passedover his logged land,
agencybeganrecord keepingin equallyquickly through500-year Browitt said.

1930, he said. virgin standof timberandexten- Mike Petersen of the Kettle

Orhiswassuchanextremeyear — sive standsof 20-year-oldman- RangeConservatioiGroupin Re-
thatnomatterwhatwe couldhave agedthinnedtimberthathasbeen public,Wash.saidfire behaviois
done, it wouldnOthave madea under-burnedevery five years,O asunpredictablesnatureOsther
difference,Rosesaid. the agency concluded. forces.

The Bannon Mountain fire, O.. . Theratesof spreadwere OAnything/oudoto managex
startedby a young brother and tiedcloselyto normaldaily cycles standis going to be trivial,O he
sister,burnedl,500federalacres of heatingandcooling,with little  said. OAIl that thinning doesnOt
in the Okanogan,evenin areas or no regardfor forestage,type, seem to have made a difference.O
loggedandnotconsideredo con- slope or aspect,0O biologist Jodi  October 1, 1994
tain heavy ground fuels, he said.Bushfound. Copyright 1994, by The Spokesman-

The Tyee Creekblaze ign ited Review. Used wz:th permission of The
Spokesman-Review
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Surrounded by the refuse of logging, a stand of live trees succumbs to fire. Below, a firefighter contends with

smoldering forest floor fuel near Spokane.

(The Spokesman-Review, 8-28-94)

16 7RANS/TIONS September/October 1994



Fir e-relatedpoliciesmust bereformed

By John Osborn
Special to Roundtable

During recentdays,| andotherconservationisthave
beerpublicly accuseaf causingheforestfiresburningin
theColumbiaRiverregion.Thisis, of courseabsurdOne
can expectlarge wildfires during the driest summeron
recordontopof eightyearsof droughtandnearlyacentury
of misguided fire polices.

In the1970s) foughtforestfiresin theWest,working
onOhoshotire crewsbasedn theSawtoothPayetteand
Boisenationalforestsin Idaho.During thetragicsummer
of 1979, our fire crewODC-3 crashedin the Selway-
Bitterroot Wildernesskilling the pilot and mostpassen-
gers.Laterthatsummerat the Ship IslandFire in central
Idaho,a memberof a fire crew working down the ridge
from usburnedto deathwhenthefire blewupin thesteep
canyonbelow.

From my yearsof fighting forestfires, my historical
researctof Americanfire historyat AlbertsonCollegein
Idaho,andthenwitnessingherecenwildfiresin Spokane,

IOve come to know that a shift in fire policy is overdue.

Fire is a renewing,creative,biological force in our
forests.Historically, ignitions camefrom lightning, from
woods-burningoy Native Americans,andlater by Euro-
pean settlers.

As the timber frontier moved acrossthe continent,
nativeforestswentup in flames.Logging,the clearingof
forestsfor farming, andlater, railroads,led to firestorms
such as Miramichi (Maine and New Brunswick,1825);
PeshtigandHumboldt(Wisconsin 1871);Hinkley (Min-
nesota,1894)andCloquet(Minnesota,1918)Herein the
ColumbiaRiverregion,theBig Blow-upof 1910killed 85
peopleandburnednearly3 million acresFirestormssuch
as these led to national policies of total fire exclusion.

OregonGEillamook Burnof 1933andldahoOSelway
fires of 1934furtherspurredthe ForestServicein 1935to
formally adoptits policy emphasizingapidsuppressionf
all fires. This policy was called the O10a.m. PolicyO
becauseachfire wasto be controlledby 10 a.m.theday
afterbeingreportedThel0a.m.Policyremainedn place
until 1978.

Paradoxicallysuppressingires madefiresworse Big
wildfires, combinedwith scienceand economicshave
forced reform of AmericaOs fire policies.

Reform camefirst in the South. During the 1920s,
ForestServicescientistshowedhatfire wasnecessarfor
forest healthin commercialpine forests.Researchwas
energeticallysuppressetly top ForestServiceofficials at
atimewhenmuchofthisfederabgencyQmidgetiepended
on fighting fires. Droughtin 1943, combinedwith fuel-
loadingfrom decade®f fire suppressioried to big wild-

fires in the South.

ThatyeartheForesiServiceapprovegrescribedburningin
the SouthOs pine forests.

In the West,reform hascomemoreslowly. In California,
interestin light burning flourisheduntil the ForestServiceOs
advocacyfor total suppressiomrevailedin 1920.During the
1960sscientificresearclonfireOsolein regeneratinghegiant
sequoiatedtheParkServicetorestordire in theSequoia-King
CanyonNational Park. The Park Servicelater took similar
action in other forests, including Yellowstone. During the
1970s,the ForestServicebegana Onaturafire management
policyGhatallowedsomdightningcausediresto burnin some
areasundersomeconditions.

But realreform hasnot yet come.Todayin the West, fire
policiesarestill largelydrivenby decisionsnadein 1935 and,
in turn, by the Big BlowNup of 1910. In the faceof mounting
scientificevidenceaccumulatinguels,drought,andnow an-
othersummenfbigwildfires,theWestneeddore-examindire
policies.

Optionsfor restoringdamagedorestecosysteménclude
fire andvery careful,scientifically-basedhinning.Becausef
thetremendougcologicadamagdrom pastoggingandroad-
building,ForesServicemanagershouldnotlogin biologically
sensitiveareas,including riparian zonesand roadlessareas.
Priority shouldgoto reducingrisksarounchomesandcommu-
nities.

Furthermorethinning in a recklessand untestedmanner
acrossthe ColumbiaRiverOgorestedwatershedsisks even
more ecological damage with little reduction in fire danger.

Thinning is being manipulatedoy the regionOpowerful
timberlobbyasaruseto furtherovercutforeststo makeupfor
shortagesreatedby corporateovercuttingandlog exportsto
Japan.

Respondingo industrypressur@wo yearsagoduringthe
last election,then-PresidenGeorgeBush tried to accelerate
loggingthroughOsalvagei®thenationalforests This election
yeartheregionOmberlobbyis aggressivelpushinghinning
andsalvagdogging,with saturatioradvertisingandcarefully
stageddconferences@dhearingguringtheheightof thefire
season.

Today, the West facesincreasedrisks of big wildfires
becauseof pastfire suppressiorand resultantfuel loading,
becausef decade®f poorly designedand executedogging
prescriptionandbecaus®f drought.

While thereis absolutelyno roomfor indiscriminateburn-
ing, andwhile we mustwork to resolveproblemswith smoke
andreduceherisk of conflagrationwe alsoneecto recognize
the essentialole of fire in restoringfire-dependenforeststo
health.

John Osborn is a Spokane physician and conservationist.
Spokesman-Review, August 28, 1994 Copyright 1994, by The
Spokesman-Review. Used with permission of The Spokesman-
Review
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Browning forestsno reasonfor

human intervention

By EDWARD FLATTAU

The statementhat Oarunhealthyforestis not sickO
may sound like the mother of all incongruities.

Butfor forestryexpertswith anacademiorientation
in biology or ecology thephrasemakesminentlygood
sense.

They view the diseasesndinsectinfestationsthat
periodically besetwoodlandsas not only a naturalbut
necessarpartofthecyclethatproducesealthy piologi-
cally diverseforests.

Oneof thedisciplesof thisschoolof thought Profes-
sorArthur Partridgeof theUniversityof Idaho,noteghat
manytreesin theinterior of the Pacific Northwestare
turning brown from major outbreaksof root disease,
mountain pine beetles and spruce budworms.

However contraryto thewaythetimberproduction-
mindedU.S.ForestServiceperceiveghesituation,Par-
tridgedoesnotfind this Obrownout@auséor alarm. He
considersthe affliction to be natureOmstrumentfor
weedingouttheweakerspeciesindreplacinghemwith
genetically superior, moredisease-resi stant kindsof trees
- a classic exercise of natural selection.

For example mountainpine beetlesin Oregonand
Idahohavekilled off sufficientserallodgepolepineto
makeroomfor severalelativelystablespecie®f firs to
flourish.

Tussockmoth epidemicsin EasternOregonOBlue
Mountainsl5yearsagofinishedoff disease-riddeDou-
glasfir, therebythinning out the forestandstimulating
newgrowththathascoveredheslopeswith morehigh-
quality timber, Partridgesays.

ODiseasemdinsectsaretheengineghatdriveforest
succession,@eclaredPartridge.OForestsre resilient
and tend to heal themselves if allowed to do s0.0

Youwouldneverknowthisto hearthetimberindus-
try andits sympathizersithin and outsidethe Forest
Servicetell it. Theycharacterizélight andinsectinfes-
tationon publiclandsasdisaster®f thefirst magnitude
and pushstrenuouslyfor salvagingthe deadtreesand
spraying the surviving ones.

If diseaseandinsectsvereraisinghavooonprivately
ownedcommercialree plantationsjndustryObueand
cry for immediatehumaninterventionwould be much

more defensible. When one is trying to maximize a
tractO8mberproductionin asshortatime aspossible,
naturaldisruptionscan indeedbe detrimentalto that
objective.

ThetroubleisthattheForestServicehasadoptedhe
loggersQperspectivein its managemenbf national
forestseventhoughthelaw requireghatsuchlandsnot
be treated as plantations.

Roy K eene, aforestry consultant in Eugene, summed
up thesituationaptly:

OOuforestmanagermayconsentothesciencehat
fire, insectsdiseasandwind areall vital components
of a healthyforestecosystembut they still reactas
thoughnaturaldisturbancearetheenemy.Thebureau-
cratic overreactionis enforcedby budgetstree-farm
mentalitiesandthe politically influential timberindus-
try.O

Filledwithsilviculturistswhograduated fromschools
of agriculturethat stresstimber yields asthe primary
managementbjective the ForestServicedoesnQake
natural recoveryinto accountin its environmental-
impact statementgo justify its caretakemplans.Only
treedeterioratiorandlossarerecognizedh linewith the
Forest ServiceOs timber-production predilection.

Managingnationafforestsessentiallyike treefarms
hastheunhappy consequenceof diminishingbiodiversity
through clear-cutting and widespread use of toxic chemi-
cals.

Partridgearguesthatin mostnational-forestracts
earmarkedor sometimber cutting, naturalrecovery
from blight andinfestationsoccurson averageover a
15-t020-yeaperiodandultimatelyproducessgoodor
better crops for harvesting than plantations do.

And sincethesetreesaregrowingon landsthatthe
private lumbercompaniesare only supposedo farm
selectively anyway, severaldecadesare a perfectly
reasonabléncubationperiod.

Diseasdahushasno businesdeingusedasaratio-
naleto razeanypublicly ownedtimberlandsmuchless
levelwhatlittle remainsof ourbiologically uniqueold-
growthforests.

Rathethananaberrationpaturadisturbanceareas
muchapartof theancient-foresecosystenasthefresh
green saplings that follow in their wake.

May 12, 1993 Oregonian Copyright 1993,
Edward Flattau. Reprinted with permission.
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Restoring foresthealth

We must arrive at a carefully drawn balanceof
humansQvants and nature@needs

By JamesR. Karr and Ellen W. Chu

Special to Roundtable

Nineteeminety-fourwasoneof theworstyearsonrecord
for wildfires in easterrOregonandWashingtonsparkingan
outcry for immediateactionto improve what manypeople
term Oforest health.O

The primary threatsto forest healthNdrought,insects,
diseasesand fireNare a direct result of human actions,
especiallylogging practicesand,ironically, fire prevention
duringthepast100years.Somepeoplesuggesthatsalvage
(removingdeadfallenwoodymaterial)andthinning(cutting
smalllive trees)areessentiato keepforestshealthy.Others
denythat forestsare unhealthy.As usual, truth lies in the
middle ground,a fact often lost in the fight to defendex-
tremes.

Scientistsglisagreaboutwhichareasreatrisk, howand
why they areat risk andthe prescriptionfor reducingrisk.
Without doubt, somedensestandsrequire managemento
protectthemandtheir surroundingdrom catastrophidire,
pestsand diseaseSalvageandthinning aretwo legitimate
techniquesNbutnottheonly onesNfor loweringsuchrisks
to Oforest health.O

But salvageandthinning may at the sametime increase
riskstoforestresourcestherthantimberN resourcesuchas
water,fisheriesandwildlife.

Manyadvocatesf salvageandthinningdonotrecognize
thatmorethanthe healthof treesis at stake.Their approach
is reminiscenbf the one-size-fits-allmanagementhat cre-
ated the forest healthcrisis in the first place,along with
decliningfishpopulations, degraded water suppliesandthreat-
enedwildlife populationsGivenpastabusesin whichlarge
healthytreeswerecutin theguiseof salvagegynicscouldsay
thattodayOsriesto protectOforeshealthQo lessertherisk
of wildfire are,in manycasesanotherexcuseor gettingthe
cutout.

At issueis how societyshouldusefallen logs,deadand
dying treesandmanyliving trees.Do we usethemoverthe
shorttermto enricheconomicsystems®r doweleavethem
in placeto sustairecologicalandeconomicsystemsverthe
longterm?Howdowebalanceshort-andlong-termbenefits?

(continued on next page)
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(Cathy Bertagnolli photo)

Dr. Arthur Partridge (forest pathologist) and Dr. Dominick DellaSala (of the World
Wildlife Fund) examining forest fungi in the Clearwater River watershed
of north Idaho.
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(continued from last page)

Historically, treeswereharvestedo enricheconomic
systemsFailuretoconvertreesNdeadraliveNto wood
products was considered a waste of resources.

Ecologicalresearcthasnow demonstratethat har-
vestingto benefiteconomicsystemoftendegradegco-
logical systemsdeprivingthosesystemsof a supply of
snags,and dead,dying and decomposingvood, all of
whichplayarolein atruly healthyforestlandscapeEven
shrinkingsalmonrunsaretiedto lack of
wood in and near streams.

Two yearsago,a bipartisangroupof

At issue is how society

hydrologistsentomologistandpathologistsNarrowsilvi-
culturalprescriptionarelikely to produceanextgeneration
of Olandscap®ealth@roblemswhile doinglittle to resolve
currentcrises.

Likewise,managemenmhustavoidextremesWecannot
afford widespreadorest manipulationunderthe guise of
protectingforesthealth,or managemerty benignneglect
that permitsgrowing threatsto healthyforestecosystems.
Neither extreme can remedy the past
record of mismanagementf regional
forestlandscapes.

U.S.Housemembersaskeda numberof should usefallen logs, The ecologicalintegrity of regional
scientific societiesto review the condi- . landscapebasheenseriouslydisrupted
tion of nationalforestseastof the Cas- dead and dy ing trees in recentdecadesBecausehumansare

cadeCrestin Oregonand Washington.
Thepanel formed by thosesoci etiesfound

thateastsidéorestsaresmallerandmore
fragmentedhanbefore fish populations
areseverelydepletecandwatershedare
extensively degraded. All thesefactspoint

to declining health, not of treesbut of

entire landscapesin its just-published
report,the panelsetsout a seriesof rec-
ommendationaimedat protectingwhat
remainftheecologicabuildingblocks
for restoringtheselandscapes.

The panelconcludedthat one-size-
fits-all managemeninakesno senseor
landscapesvith historiesandresources
asdiverseasthoseof the eastside. Managemenmust
protecteastsidéorestlandscapesomall formsof degra-
dation, not just narrowly conceived Oforest health.O

A broadeapproachioesnotrequireOextensivaddi-
tional study,Cthe mantraoften usedby scientistsand
policy makers to stall definitive action.

The salesmanshipf someproponentsiotwithstand-
ing, silviculturaltechniquesuchassalvageandthinning
arenotadequateBecausssilviculturaltechniquesio not
protectmanyvaluableresourcesheymustbeintegrated
with techniqueslesignedo accomplistbroadematural
resourcegoals.Thosegoalsandthe plansfor achieving
themmustbedevelopedy multidisciplinaryteamscom-
prisingnotonly silviculturistsbutalsowildlife biologists,
fisheriesbiologists,ecologists botanists soil scientists,

and many living trees.

Do we use them over
the short term to
enrich economic

systems? Or do we

leave them in place to

sustain ecological and

economic systems over

the long term?

largelyresponsibldor thosedisruptions,
humansgnustdeviseaplantoreversehe
trend.

Successn this effort requiresmore
thanprotectingOforestealth@readOtree
healthQ). A stampedeto protect treehealth
mayobscureheneedor careful integra-
tive evaluationsA casein point: man-
agement for tree health that ignores
loggingOsontributionto decliningwild
salmonpopulationds inadequate.

A goodplaceto startwouldbecareful
examinationof the landscapesurning
this July and August.How muchof the
areaconsumedby thosefireswouldhave
beensparedadit beensalvagedr thinnedundemprograms
designed to protect tree health?

Narrow prescriptionsapplied as Band-Aids to land-
scapesreunlikely to resolvecrisestodayor preventcrises
tomorrow.And failure to find broadlyconceivedsolutions
will jeopardizethe suppliesof commoditiesand services
provided by healthy forest landscapes.

James R. Karr is director and Ellen W. Chu is editor at
the Institute for Environmental Studies at the University of
Washington. Both contributed to the writing and editing of
the Eastside Forests Scientific Society Panel’s report.

September 22, 1994. Copyright 1994, by The
Spokesman-Review. Used with permission of The
Spokesman-Review
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Trashedforestsmay find salvationin
the greening of religion

By Rich Landers
Outdoors editor

AmericaOmiteresin Westerrforestshasbeen
abusedfor more than a century by industries,
politicians, bureaucrats and courts.

Thecurrentimberindustryrageinvolvesmul-
timillion-dollar advertisingcam-
paignsandstagingpseudo-scien-
tific conferencesThe goal is to
enlist new publicsupport for trash-
ing mountainecosystems.

This is no way to run a forest.

Thosewho understandhe ba-
sic needsof bull trout, cutthroats

" We need to think less

of controlling nature and
more of being a part
of it."

OButwhen somebodyOsear death,| want a
chaplain in the room.O

EnterTheRev.CarlaBerkedalfounderof Earth
Ministry, a 3-year-oldnon-profit arm of SeattleOs
EpiscopaDiocese.

SheOs hiker, a camper,the
daughter of ascientistandamother.

Shesaid shebecamean envi-
ronmentalisbecausasurvivalde-
pendson cleanair plus purefood
andwater.

But a more profoundmission

or salmonknow thattoo manyof
our watersheds already are a

Rev. Carla Berkedal,
Founder of Earth Ministry

was inspired in 1988, after
Berkedal volunteered to help res-

shambles.

ThetimberindustryOslaimsto

environmentatonsciousnessannotbetrusted.

For example barelya yearhaspassedince
Northwestconservatiorgroupsappealedh text-
bookexampleof 1930ishenvironmentainsensi-
tivity proposedy PlumCreekTimberCompany.
TheFortune-Bathtulsalecalledfor morethan50
crossing®f tributariesto the St. JoeRiver,oneof
the few remaining native cutthroatstreamsfor
which there is hope.

Sincewe canOtely on industryor govern-
mentto protectourforests perhapstOsimeto try
something else.

Ollook atconservationn termsof themedical
model,a scientificapproacthasedon symptoms
and data,Gsaid John Osborn, a physicianand
SpokaneOs leading conservationist.

cuebirdsfouledbyanoil spill near
OceanShores.

Olinvited peoplefrom thecongregatiorio come
with me,&hesaid OFothreedayswecleanedirds.
| workedin themorgueandalsoreleasedleanbirds
backtothewater.It wasaverypowerfulexperience.
IGmot surprised My momentsof deepestnsight
have been in the natural world.O

Handling dying seabirds helpedher meshthe
Master of Divinity trainingfromY aeDivinity School
with thepowerfulnaturakconnectionshehadmade.

Now sheworks and praysin a non-denomina-
tional effort she calls the Ogreening of faith.O

OWanustencounteenvironmentaissuesrom
a deepemlace,&hesaid.Olencourageongrega-
tionstodealwith issuesn theirbackyardsButthere
alsomustbeanawarenessf internationaissues.O
(continued on next page)
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Followersof EarthMinistry believethe
gap betweenreligion and sciencemustbe
bridged for the sake of the environment.

Whetherwe subscribeto the Big Bang
theoryor the plight of AdamandEve, our
senseof spirit maybetheonly way conser-
vation will reach its epiphany.

For centuries, churcheshaveconcentrated
ongiving food andclothingto theimpover-
ished.Perhapshegreatercallingis to give
them trees and clean water.

OBiblically weOrdirectedo mastethe
earth,&aid Carol Bommarito,a deaconat

St.Stephen&piscopalChurchin Spokane. RICH LANDERS

OTheOld Testamentells usto multiply and
takepossessionf thebeaststheoceanand
theland.

OThatseemsto havetaken Christianity
off on a tangent.ltOsbeentaughtwith so
much emphasisweOveometo think the
earthis atour disposal.

"We needto think less of controlling
nature and more of being a part of it.O

SaidBerkedal. OHumansow havethe
capacitytointervenavith all life system®f
the planet in a way we never had before.O

Berkedalwill be the keynote speaker
this weekendfor CreationO8ounty, an
opengatheringof scientistsandcongrega-
tions.

ShedoesnQirofesgo haveall the an-
swers.

OEartiMinistry wasfoundedarouncthe
questiorof whetherthechurchhasarole,O
shesaid.

Eventually, however, she believes
churchesnustgobeyondhequestiongnd
become environmentally active.

OWeencouragectionin just aboutev-
eryothersocialissue,hesaid. OSavhy is
the churchsosilentin prayerandwitness
andeducatiorabouthesinglemostencom-
passing moral and social issue of the day?

OCaréor GodOsreatiorshouldoeinsti-
tutionalizedin the churchsoit isnOjust a
once-a-year hit on Earth Day.O
September 20, 1994

Copyright 1994, by The Spokesman-Review. Used
with permission of The Spokesman-Review

For moreinformation contact:

Earth Ministry

Rev. Carla Berkedal
Rev. Jim Mulligan
(206)632-2426
1305 NE 47th Steet
Seattle, WA 98105
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Big Business, Congess,
and the Public's Lands

Chapter 1
Politics of ForestDevastation

iew)

of The Spokesman-Rev

(11-28-93. Copyright 1993, by The Spokesman-Review. Used with permission
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Chairmen of the Board

Congresscontrols ForestServicebudget
and sets timber goals

By J. Todd Fosterand Jim Lynch

Staff writers

TomKovaicky couldnavigatel daho@Nez Perce
NationalForestthroughanenvironmentabbstacle
courseputhecouldnOsteeraroundoneU.S.sena-
tor.

Hekeptslammingnto IdahoRepublicalames
McClure, a renownedtimber industry champion
who scoldedKovalicky for not harvestingenough
public trees.

Chargedvith stewardinghenationO®reststhe
U.S.ForestServiceis oftena puppetfor politicians
who yankits pursestringsfrom up to 2,500miles
away.

Lawmakersfrom both parties can take some
creditfor thejobsandlumbercreatedy 50yearsof
heavy logging in the Inland NorthwestOederal
forestsTheyalsoshardhelegacyof environmental
wreckage.

StreamsrebatteredromfloodsandsedimentA
onceimmensewvildernesshelteringeasternVash-
ington,NorthldahoandWesterrMontanahasbeen
hacked into a mosaic of clearcuts.

TheForesiServicesanctionedheheavyharvest,
but Congresslemandedt.

Politicians earmarktax dollars for the Forest
Servicebasedmore on timber productionthanon
protectingtheland.

ThatOespeciallytrue amonglawmakersin the

Inland Northwest,whereenvironmentabdvocates

areseldomelectedandruralcountybudgetsurvive
on federal timber receipts.

Cateringto constituentsindcourtingindustryOs

campaigrcashJawmakergpressuréheForestSer-
vice to maximize timber harvests.

Theyseat astheirdutyandconsidethemselves
board members of U.S. Forest Service Inc.

James McClure was chairman of the board.

Olgotprettytenseor threeor fouryearsaround
herebecausé wouldnObudgefor McClureor his
henchmen,calledKovalicky, formerNezPerce
supervisor.

A McClureaide,accompaniethy industrylob-
byists,routinelystormedkovalickyOsrangeville
office to demand more timber sales.

Oltwaslike uniongoonscomingin to beatyou
up.O

McCluresummonedovalicky to Washington,
D.C.,in 1990,chidedhim for not sellingenough
timber,thentriedunsuccessfullyo havehimfired.
Kovalicky decidedto get out a year later and
retired.

Chairmanof the powerfulappropriationg€om-
mitteein the early 1980s,McClure bullied other
forest managers, his victims say.

McClure warnedthemNusually throughtheir
bossesNthathe could slashtheir budgetsif they
didnOget the cut out. Pushedurther, two forest
managersaid,heindirectlythreatenedanks sala-
ries and pensions.

Olftheproblemis notremediedy thisspring,|
intendto makesomedramaticchangesn theway
the Nez PerceForestoperates,®lcClurewrotein
1988 to Forest Service Chief Dale Robertson.

Before quitting the Senatein 1991, McClure
createdannualcashbonusedor foreststhat met

timbertargets.Theincentivewasscrapped year
(continued on next page)
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Board Meeting: Idaho Sen. James McClure (left), Interior Secretary James Watt and Rep. Larry Craig, discussd the
new Reagan administration's land-management plans at a 1981 Republican Western States Conference in Coeur
d'Alene. Craig, now a U.S. senator, considers himself a Forest Service "board member."

'It got pretty tense
for three or four
years around here
because I
wouldn't budge
Jor McClure or
his henchmen.'

Tom Kovalicky,
Former Nez Perce National
Forest supervisor

later,but McClureQallegianceto industryearned
him a seaton the Boise CascadeCorp. boardof
directors.

McClure, now a Capitol Hill mining lobbyist,
laughedatthe suggestiome meddledoo muchin
ForestServiceaffairs.

OAfteall, Congressstablishepolicy,Chesaid.
OThatQkeirjob.O

McClurestill insistsldahoOsationaforestscan
offer far moretimberthaneverwithoutdestroying
the land or running out of trees.

But he concededCongressshort-changedhe
agencyQscientificarmin favor of its timber pro-
gram.

Olfyoulook atit like abusiness,®esaid,Oyou
spend money to make money.O

Nobody controlledthe ForestServicebudget
betterthanthelegendaryMcClure,who servedn

(continued on next page)

September/October 1994 7RANS/TIONS 25



(continued from last page)
the Senate for 18 years.

OTherdavebeemahandfulof peopleontheHill
who hadaninordinateamountontheinfluenceon
theForestService,Baidatopagencyadministrator
in Washington, D.C.

OMcClure was the ace, the absolute ace.O

Political Pawn

While McCluretriedto getKovalicky fired, he
wasalsotakingaim at his boss NorthernRockies
regional forester John Mumma.

Mumma knew he was laying his headin a
guillotine whenhis bossescalled him to Capitol
Hill at McClureOs request in 1990.

He andfour otheragencyexecutivesincluding
Chief Robertsonfiled into the SenateHart Build-
ing, office 309.

Waiting inside McClureOgwo-story quarters
were McClure and Idaho colleaguesSen. Steve
Symmsand Congressmanharry Craig, Montana
Sen. Conrad Burns and several aides.

McClureattacked.

OWhatGbe hold up?Che said. OWegaveyou
more money this year than last year and you're
producing less timber.O

Mummadefendedhehead®fhis13forestsaand
saidenvironmentalaws madeit impossibleto hit
thetimbersaletargetsCongresexpectedvhenit
set the agencyOs budget.

OWewereunderfire from the momentwe got
there, Mummasaid,callingtheORepublicagang
bangO the worst meeting of his life.

(He lectured everybody in there like you
wouldnObelieve Hefirst intimidated thenputthe
guilt trip on. It was like watchingthe old dog
teachingthe new dogshow to chew out bureau-
crats howto kick themin thegroinandmakethem
cower down to you when you make thesede-
mands."

McClure saidhe was simply holding Mumma
accountableto timber sale targetsapprovedby
Congress.

Theldahosenatosawthetargetsasthelaw, not
asceilings,becauseheywerewritteninto appro-
priationsbills passedy Congressandsignedby

the president.

Olthink it is appropriatdor me asa memberof
Congresso sayto anagency OAreyou complying
with the law?0 O

ManyForesiServiceofficials weredeferentiato
McClure and acceptechis broadinterpretationof
the targets. Some still do.

Ed Schultz,supervisorof the Colville National
Forest,saidthe targetshavealwaysbeenceilings,
the maximum that could be sold.

Told thatMcCluresawthemasthelaw, Schultz

smiled. OIOm not going to argue with the senator.O

Mummagquitin 1991ratherthanaccep@aforced
transfer from Missoula to Washington, D.C.

He later told Congressthat Inland Northwest
lawmakers,particularly Craig, Burns and former
MontanaCongressmaRonMarleneefriedto pres-
surehim into harvestingoo muchtimber. It would
haverequireddiscardingenvironmentalaws that
protect streams and wildlife, he said.

Thethreelawmakershaveall deniedinterfering
with Mumma.

Ollovedthe agencyandstill do,OMummasaid.
OBut wasnQjoingto breakenvironmentalawsjust
to get some senator re-elected.O

Tug of war

Environmentalistshavetheir ownpolitical cham-
pions. TheyjustdonChapperiorepresenthelnland
Northwest.

U.S.Rep.GeorgeMiller, D-Calif., chairmanof
the Houselnterior Committee js anemesigo log-
gers, miners and otherswho profit from public
lands.

Environmentalisthave assembledan army of
Capitol Hill lobbyists that rivals industryOs.

Wealthyfoundationsholsteredrecentsave-the-
forestscrusades theNorthwestOncelow-budget
citizen groupsare now formidable environmental
mouthpieces.

Fouryearsago,thelnlandEmpirePublicLands
Council of Spokanesurvivedon $60,000a year.
NowtheregionOsudesForesServicecritic works
with five times that much cash.

Most environmentalgroupsalso benefit from
(continued on next page)
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Bare Fields: High timber harvest targets have hit the Colville National Forest hard. This
clearcut is along the north fork of Calispel Creek, east of Usk.

tax-exempt status. Contributionsaredeductible. Non-
profit industry groupsdonOenjoy that break be-
cause they represent profitable companies.
Despiteheiremergingpower environmentalists
canCkeeppacewith corporateampaigrdonations.
Timber executivespumped$250,000into the
campaignsof Washington, Montanaand | daho sena-
tors during the years 1987-9.
Manybelievetheindustrygotits moneyQOsorth.
Last year, CaliforniaO#iller tried to rope off
ancienforestdromthechainsawsHefailed,asdid
threeEasterriberalswhotriedto setasided million
acres of Idaho roadless land as wilderness.
Timbercompaniedater helpedtopplethe 1992
re-election bids of Jim Jontz of Indiana, Pete
Kostmayerof Pennsylvaniand Gerry Sikorski of
Minnesota by financing their opponents.
Earlier this year, Massachusett€ongressman
JoseplKennedysponsorednothersweepingwil-
dernesdill. Westerrpoliticiansthreatenedtb block
funding for the BostonHarbor cleanup.Kennedy
backeadown.

Frontier politics
IdahoGov.CecilAndrussaidpoliticalmanipula-
tion of the ForestServiceis Otogervasiveandtoo

potent.Theproblemghatwehavehadstemfromthe
White House right on down.O

Andrus, a former logger and PresidentJimmy
CarterOsterior secretaryalsoblamedoresterdor
developinganinsensitiveclearcuttingcampaignn
the 1950s and sticking with it.

OTheresulthasjust devastatedhe areafor the
past 30 to 40 years,O he said.

Butfor mostinlandNorthwestawmakersenvi-
ronmentatoncernsrerecurringthreatsothepork-
barrelinvestmenbf anambitioustimberprogram.
Themoretreessold,themorejobs,themorevotes.

Everycountythathostsafederatimbersalegets
25 percentof thereceipts.

For IdahoOShoshoneCounty, thatmeans$2.7
million thisyear,or one-fourthof its budgetCoun-
ties in North Idaho and northeasternVashington
earn about $11 million each year.

Timber receiptspay for half theroadbudgetin
Clearwater County, ldaho.

OTheyOrgst invaluableto us,Osaid County
Commission Chairman Jim Wilson.

Thefuture of federaltreesalesis oftenthefirst
topic many county commissionersiiscusswhen
their federal politicians roll into town.

SteveSymms,an Idaho senatorfrom 1980-92,
(continued on next page)
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(continued from last page)

was alwaysa receptiveaudienceto county offi-
cials.He oftentossedout quipsaboutendangered
species and environmentalists.

Symmslastyear: Orhere@no shortageof salmon.
ThereOs surplusof salmon.ltOscheaperin the

grocery stores than it has been for a long time.O

Whenthe BruneauHot Springssnail waspro-
posedasanendangeredpeciesn themid-1980s,
SymmssuggestegouringCloroxinto thesprings
to kill them.

After a grizzly bearwent on a sheep-killing
rampagen theTargheeéNationalForesin theearly
1980s Symmspresente@federalwildlife admin-
istrator with an empty shell casing.OYoudonOt
havetoworry abouthatbearanymore, thesenator
said.

The bearlater was found deadfrom gunshot
wounds,a federalcrime authoritiespresumewas
committed by a victimized rancher.

IdahoO®nly Democraton Capitol Hill, U.S.
Rep.Larry LaRoccojs oftenovermatchednpub-
lic lands issues.

Lastspring,hepushedanldahowildernesdill
to banlogging on anotherl.25 million acresof
roadless lands.

Craig and fellow Republican Sen. Dirk
Kempthornearefighting it. Theyteamedup again
in Septemberput failed to stop an out-of-court
settlement that restricts timber harvests in the
Clearwater National Forest.

Craig, a former Boise doughnutshop owner,
said he still solicits advicefrom his predecessor,
McClure, on how to influence the public lands
debate.

Now the seniorRepublicaron asubcommittee
that overseeghe ForestService,Craig said the
agencyOisuck shouldcontinueto stopwith Con-
gress.

OlOmantheboardof directorsof theU.S.Forest
Service,@raigsaid.OLikeany CEOof acorpora-

tion, the chief must get that budgetthroughthe
board of directors."

Changing of the White House

After a dozenyearsof Republicanrule, new
political forcesare influencing Inland Northwest
forests.

The Clinton administrationconveneda timber
summitin April andsix monthdaterbeheadethe
ForestServicewhenit fired DaleRobertsorasthe
agencyQshief.

Lastweek,Clinton pickedenvironmentahero
and wildlife biologist JackWard Thomasasthe
agencyOs leader.

The newWhite Houseadvocates gentle,sci-
ence-basedpproactio managingandloggingthe
nationOs forests.

Congresalsochangeaoursehisyear,slicing
ForestService budgetproposalsfor timber and
roadconstructionthendoublinglastyearOsxpen-
ditures to protect soil and water.

SomeCapitol Hill observerssay the changes
reflect thenew administration@environmental bent.
Otherssay itOsa responsdo U.S. District Judge
William DwyerO4991 conclusionthatthe Forest
ServiceOwillfullyO violatedfederalawsin spotted
owl woodlands west of the Cascades.

But thereis still no unitedfrontNeven among
top Democratsvho control the White Houseand
bothchamber®f Congress.

After Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced
planslast springto curtail logging in the Pacific
NorthwestDemocratidHouseSpeakef omFoley
confronted him privately in a shouting match.

OThemeetingwasvery intense,@abbitt later
said. OThe speaker was very candid."

(continued on next page)
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Foleystrivesto betheconsummateiplomaton
forestryissuesgultivatingsupporfrombothsides,
leaving everyonemystified as to his true alle-
giances.

Lastyear,healmostsingle-handedlgavedhe
citizens@ght to challengdgimbersalesNenviron-
mentalists@ost effective tool for blocking pro-
posed timber harvests on federal lands.

Healsohelpedcorraltaxdollarsfor ascientific
forest health study in EasternWashingtonand
Oregon.

Butmanyenvironmentaliststill contend~oley
is seduced by timber money.

TheindustrygaveFoley $22,000for his 1992
campaignNtheseventh-largestontributionfrom
timber-related companiesrecei ved by the435House
members.

The busyspeakedelegatesnuchof his forest
oversight to staffer Nick Ashmore.

AshmoreisnObashfulaboutadvisingmanagers
of the Colville NationalForestwhich falls within
FoleyOsth District.

An internal Colville memorandunrefersto a
giﬁfll:llf gggg;\rzsecitslr;%ﬂ tsgll‘]e dyg]i?gg?égg;i_ The F all Guy: John Mumma, former regional superviso.rfOr.

) . ) ~ forests in Idaho and Montana, blames lawmakers for ending his
eredwithAshmoreandaidesfor Washingtonstate(s Forest Service career.
two U.S. senatordo discussthe forestO40-year
managemernlan.
ONickinstructeduson Owhatve needtodo,@  ForesiServicesourcesayit couldtaketwo orthree
the memo stated. yearsfor the Clinton administratiorto graspthe me-

Ashmords oftentheonly political aideallowed chanicoftheagencya40,000-employekureaucracy
into exc|usivemeetings/vhenNorthwesﬂawmak- Spl’&W'GdOVGI’ 156 forestsand accountableor $3.5
ersdiscusdorestpolicy. billion.

Foley said itogjongressfab to scrutinizethe By thattime, the Democratsould be cleaningout
Forest Service and the administration that runstiteir White House desksfor the Republicanswho

OThere&dwayssomeproblemin trustingany Wouldlikely try to steerthe ForestServicein another
administrationin power, and IOmtalking about direction.
elth_erparty,_CFoIeysqld.OCongreshasto r_\avethe November 25, 1993
ablllty to raisequestionsaboutthe complianceof Copyright 1993, by The Spokesman-Review. Used with

law.O permission of The Spokesman-Review

(Jesse Tinsley/The Spokesman-Review)
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Chapter 2

Revolving Doors

Office of United States Senator Dirk Kempthorne in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho.

(Rick Johnson photo)
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McClur eleavesSenate
for BoiseCascade

Associated Pess

BOISEN Sen. JamesM cClurehasfound some-
thing elseto keephim busyafter his retirement
nextmonth.

TheldahoRepublicarwaselectedlr hursdayto
BoiseCascad€orp.Osoardof directors.Hewill

His main occupationafter endinghis congres-
sional careerwill be with the Boise law firm of
Givens PursleyWebb& Huntley.Healsowill bea
partner in a Washington, D.C., consulting firm.

In addition, McClure is vice chairmanof the
boardof trusteegor theJohnF. KennedyCenterfor

join the forest products companyOs board Jan. 4 thePerformingArtsandis ontheboardof governors

McClure, 65, IdahoOsenior senatorand the
ranking Republicanon the SenateEnergy and
NaturalResource€ommittee s steppingdown
after six yearsin the Houseand 18 yearsin the
Senate.

of the Wolf Trap Foundationfor the Performing
Arts.

Thesenatoiis anldahonativeanda graduateof
the University of Idaho law school.

Lewiston Tribune
December 14, 1990

Ex-ldaho senatorsfind home
Inside the Beltway

McClur e, Symmscashin on public service

By Dean Miller
Staff writer

WASHINGTONN WhentheywereU.S.senators
from Idaho, Jim McClure and Steve Symms made
careersregaling voters with talesaboutthe evils of
Washington, D.C., and pining for home.

Now thattheyOveetiredfrom the Senatethey are
working aslobbyistsandcanOgeento tearthemselves
away from their Babylon on the Potomac.

Symms,who servediwo decadesn the Houseand
Senatédeforeretiringin 1992 livesfull timeinsidethe
Beltway, the interstatethat rings Washingtonand di-
videsthoseoutsidehecenteof powerfromthoseonthe
inside.

Hef)marriedagain to formeraideLorettaFuller,the
assistantsergeant-at-arms the Senate His lobbying
firm, Symms| ehnandAssociatespperatedgrom asuite
in anantiquebrick building in Alexandria,Va., minutes
from CapitolHill. SymmsheadsThe FreedomAlliance,
thesuccessfutonservativéund-raisingandpolitical ac-
tion group founded by Iran-Contra figure Oliver North.

OlOmtartingover,basically financially. So,| needto
gooutandmakesomemoney,®ymmssaid,referringto
thetermsof hisdivorcefrom hisfirst wife, whichcosthim
abouttwo-thirdsof his$55,000annualSenatgensionOl
love IdahoandthereOso questioriOllbebacksomeday,
butLorettahastoworklonghours andthereQsoquestion
where she has to live.O

McClure retiredfrom the Senatefour yearsago, but
heOstill apowerunderthe Capitoldome whereheis the

(continued on next page)
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leading lobbyist for the mining industry.

McClure and two of his former Senateaidesdo
businesgrom a poshsuitefurnishedin hardwoodan-
tiqgueson the eighthfloor of a PennsylvanigAvenue
building just off the Capitol Mall.

After 24 yearsin theHouseandSenateMcClureis
a fixture of establishmen¥ashingtonservingon the
boardoftrustee®ftheKennedyCenterforthePerform-
ing Arts, the NaturalHistory MuseumandWolf Trap,
WashingtonGsutdoormusicfestival.

All told, he spendsaboutfive monthsa year in
Washingtorandtherestof theyearin Boiseortraveling
to meetingsof thethreecorporateboardson which he
sits,hesaid.

OReallythereasoriOnhereatall isthe1872Mining
Law reform,VcCluresaid. Offeelverystronglyabout
thismininglawissueandthisis whereitOdeingdone.O

Washington is also where the money is.

President Bill Clinton is boosting business at
McClure, Gerardand NeuenschwandeHis interior
secretaryBruceBabbitt,wantscompanie$o paymore
for mining on federal lands.

McClure leadsthe counterattaclaschief strategist
fortheMineralResourceélliance.ltisagroupofabout
two dozerof theworldOfargesiminingcompanieshat
payshim for his connection$n workingto defeatwhat
theyconsiderxcessiveoyalty andcleanupproposals.

Symms,LehnandAssociatehhasmademoneyoff
Bill Clinton,too.

A smallinsuranceompanypaidSymms&m more
than$40,000to work for the defeatof ClintonOgro-
posed health care plan.

And whenthe North AmericanFreeTradeAgree-
ment ran into trouble, Mexican industrialist Marcos
Katz paid Symms$25,000to pushfor approvalof the
new trade rules.

Lobbying, Symmssaid, was a logical next step
fromtheSenateOltOsnly naturathatpeoplevhoknow
the systemandknow all the peopleare often betterat
that kind of thing,O he said.

McClure,whois theformerchairmanof the Senate
EnergyandNaturalResource€ommitteesaidhesells
expertise, not access.

OlOmuchmoreaconsultanthanl amalobbyist,O
McCluresaid OMosbf ourworkis coordinatinglt isnOt

going up and button-holing members of Congress.O

McClureandSymmsaregreatexample®fasystem
gonewrong,saysCommonCauseacitizengroupthat

advocateseform.

OThids expertiseand contactsthat weregainedat
publicexpenseatthetimewhentheywererepresenting
the American public,Osaid CommonCauselobbyist
MeredithMcGeheeOWealontielievetheyshouldcash
in onthat.O

Shesaidresearchersavefoundthatasmanyas139
former membersof Congressiow lobby their former
colleagues.

OTheublicseepublicofficials enteringherevolv-
ing door and emergingas high-pricedinfluence ped-
dlers,@hesaid,quotingPresidenClinton.Oltincreases
public skepticism.O

McCluresaidpublic cynicismaboutlobbyistinflu-
encespringsfrom ignorance.Membersof Congress
arenOso muchswayedby lobbyistsasthey aregiven
ammunition for stronger arguments, he said.

Olunderstandhe generalpublicOsoncernabouta
political processfrom which they feel alienated,be
said.0"BecaustheydonOtinderstandiow thingshap-
pen,theygetsuspicious.O

Symmssaidcorporateandotherclientshavearight
to hire expertsto getwhattheywantfrom the govern-
ment.

OThereGwthing criminal aboutit,Ohe said. OWe
donOtepresentanybodythat | donObelievein the
issue.O

Sofar, Symmshasbelievedn anAmericanfirm that
tried to sell industrial furnacesto Irag and a Jewish
organizatiommequestindpumanitariaraidmoneyto dis-
tribute in the former Soviet Union.

In the past, Symmssaid aid to the former Soviet
Union waslikely to be wastedor lost, but he sought
money for Rabbi Milton BalkanyOs Helping Hands.

ThefurnacecompanyGmsds morein keepingwith
Symmsdbngstandingeffortsto help businessOn be-
half of ConsarcoSymmspushedor changen thelaw
to help the New Jerseycompanycollect unpaidbills
from assetof the Iragi governmenthat were frozen
during the Gulf War.

ConsarcdiadU.S.governmenapprovato shipthe
furnacespecausdraq certified theywould be usedto
makeprostheseor war veteransAt the last minute,
U.S. officials learnedthey were actually for nuclear
weapons production and blocked the shipment.

Symmssaidhetriedtowin passageflegislationand
setup meetingdbetweerConsarcodawyersandTrea-
sury Secretanlloyd Bentsenput thatthe matterhas
moved to court.

(continued on next page)
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Clients of lobbying firms

Former Idaho senators Jim McClure and Steve Symms currently head lobbying firms in Washington, D.C.. Here's
what they said on retirement and a list of the clients each represents.

MINING

Amax

AmericanMining Congress
Asarco

Barrick

Battle Mountain Gold Co.
BrushWellmaninc.

Coeur d'Alene Mines Corp.
Crown Butte Mines Corp.
Cyprus Amax Minerals Co.
EchoBay Mines

FMC Gold

Gold Fields Mining Corp.
HeclaMining Co.
HomestakeMining
KennecottCorp.
MagmaCopperCo.
Minorco

Newmont Mining Corp.
Pegasus Gold Corp.
Phelps Dodge Corp.
PlacerDomeUS Inc.
SantaFe Railroad
PacificGold Corp.
SantaFe PacificMineralsCo.
Stillwater Mining Co.

Euro-Nevadavining Corp.Inc.

Jim McClure, announcing his retirement on Jan. 5, 1990:

"I'm not retiring. I'm changing jobs, perhaps for one with less pressure."
Lobbying firm, McClure, Gerard and Neuenschwander:

Lobbies in Washington, D.C., for these companies and groups on...

COMPUTERS
CrayResearchnc.
PUBLIC UTILITIES

ElectricReliability Coalition
Idaho-WesEnergyCo.
IdahoPowerCo.

ICF Internationalinc.

L.B. Industries
PacificGasTransmissiorCo.
WilTel

WATER
FMC Corp.
NUCLEAR ENERGY

GeneralAtomics
LockheedCorp.(newleadcontractoat
IdahoNationalEngineerind.ab)

FORESTRY

Nichols Enterprises
Potlatch Corp.

OTHER

NationalEndangere®pecies
Act ReformCoalition
NationalRifle Association
World Cup USA 1994 Inc.
AmericanBasqueFoundation

SteveSymmsannouncindnisretire-
ment Aug. 7, 1991: "When | went to
Washington| saidl wantedyouto beas
freewhenl left aswhenl came...lwill
haveworkedto preserveyourliberty for
20yearsl thinkit isnowmyturnto seek
my own."

Lobbying firm, Symms,Lehn and
Associates:

Lobbies in Washington, D.C., for
thesecompaniesand groups:

ArmenianAssemblyof America

AlA (Agriculturallnsurancédministra-
tors)

RabbiMilton Balkany- Seekingfederal
fundfor his OHelpindHands®elief effortsin
former SovietUnion

ChinaExterna TradeDevelopment Coun-
cil (Taiwan)

MarcosD. Katz - Mexicanindustrialist
pushingfor NAFTA approval

MarksandMurase Lawfirm with clients
seeking to free up assets in Iraq

ParPharmaceutical Drug companyop-
posed to Clinton health care proposals

StewartEricksonConstruction- Manu-
facturerseekinggovernmensupportor spe-
cial collapsiblecontainersusedin trucking
waste.

SOURCES: Clerk of the U.S.House,Clerk
of the U.S.Senate.

(continued from last page)

AlthoughMcCluresayghereasornestaysn Wash-
ingtonistofight for thesurvivalof thedomestianining

industry, mining work isnOt all that keeps him there.

Last week he flew a Basqueflag in his office to
celebratdandingthe contractto lobby for the Basque
AmericanFoundationThereQalsoacrystalsocceball
onhisdesk,agift from World CupUSA 1994 Inc.,for
whom his firm won approvalof a setof silver com-
memorative coins.

Whatdoesthe professionatoncernof Symmsand
McClure cost?

Lobbyistreportsfiled with CongresshowSymms
was paid $30,000by the Armeniansin July and that
RabbiBalkanyhaspaid about$82,000in the lasttwo
years.All told, Symms,Lehn hasreportedmorethan
$300,000 in fees in the last two years.

McClureObillings look moremodesthanSymmsO

$26,583 in fees since 1991.

But the federal reportscan be misleading,since
McClureonly reportshis billings for time spentobby-
ing on Capitol Hill.

McClureOsoncerrcostCoeurdOAlendlinesCorp.
about$437,000n thelastthreeyears. The companyOs
directorof governmenaffairssaysmostof thatmoney
wasfor McClureOsvork on 1872Mining Law reform.

CoeurdOAlenMinesis justoneof about24 compa-
niesbelongingotheMineralResourceslliance.Total
alliancemembergpaymentgo McClurewereunavail-
able.

Coeur dOAleneMines considersthe hundredsof
thousanddvicClureOéirm is charginga bargain,said
governmentaffairs manageRod Higgins. OWhatve
standto losewith thecurrentlegislationon thetableis

(continued on next page)
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(continued from last page)

many, many times that,Ohe said of the mining
industry,Ohundredsf millions.O

How does McClure operate?

No oneis quite sure,but thereOlttle doubthe
doesit well.

OConsideringreOrsupposedo havethegreen-
est(mostenvironmentalistadministratiorthatever
was,we havenQgot very muchto showfor it,Osaid
JimLyon,thelobbyistfor theMineralPolicyCenter,
a conservation group.

OGerards the front man.McClure you never
see,Qyonsaid referringto JackGerardMcClureOs
former legislative aide and current partner.

OWeonly seethe fingerprints of his kind of
organization,the effectivenessof his operation,0
Lyon said. He creditedMcClure with organizing
guickerandmorefocusedactionby Congressional
allies.

HereOarecentexample.

When Rep. Ralph Regula, R-Ohio, recently
pushedor amoratoriumonfurtherminepermitson
public lands,Gerardwasin Rep.Larry LaRoccoOs
office the morning of the vote.

After confirmingthat LaRoccowasopposedo
themoratorium Gerardofferedto providehim with
OtalkingpointsQ(key information for emphasisn
debate) and other research with which to rebut
RegulaCergumentsHewasin andoutof LaRoccoOs
office in five minutes.

Hourslater,LaRoccotook to the Housefloor to
argueasGerarchadearlierthatdayin hisoffice, that
mining law reform oughtto be accomplishedn a
comprehensive bill, not bit by bit.

He cited statisticsindicating that silver mining
couldonceagainbecomenactiveindustryin North
Idahoif Congressloesnotimposeexcessiveoyal-
tiesandheassurednembershattheindustryisready
to accept Oreasonable mining law reform.O

The non-bindingmoratoriumproposalwas ap-
provedby the House318-64,but McClure saidthe
contacwith LaRoccowvasaclassicexampleof what
a good lobbyist does.

OlOveeverthoughtlobbyistsarebad,McClure
said. OWeOraresourceto them (membersof Con-
gress) in doing what they want to do.O

Symmssaidmuchof his work is simply helping
peoplegetin thedoorto maketheir casefor reduced
government restrictions or a share of federal funds.

Lobbying for NAFTA on behalfof the Mexican
industrialist, Symmsteamed upwithBill Daley, brother
of Democratic Chicago Mayor Richard Daley.

OWehelpedset up a bunch of meetingswith
differentmember®f theHouse, Bymmssaid.Olgot
ahold of (HouseMinority Whip Newt) Gingrich. ..
we set it up for him to talk with them.O

For otherclients,Symms@irm makestherounds
of congressionabffices, seekingsupportfor new
legislation.

Hoping to openthe way for $140million in hu-
manitariamaidthathasnevermadeit to Armenia,the
ArmenianAssemblyof AmericahiredSymmsLehn
andAssociatedo lobby for a law cutting off aid to
countriedike TurkeythathaveblockedAmericanaid
convoys.

PartnerAl Lehn is a former staffer for Senate
Minority LeaderBob Dole, a longtime ally of the
assemblyOBasicallywhattheyprovideis additional
effort,Csaid assembly executivedirector RossVartian.
OWithSymms-Lehnthereis no learning curve on
these issues ... Al already knows.O

Symmssaid his careerin the SenateandLehnOs
closetiesto Bob Dole maygive themextraaccesso
high governmenfficials, but their clientsarealso
paying for political and legislative expertise.

Oliwehadpeoplewilling togivepowerbacktothe
statesyouwouldnOtaveall thesegpeoplebackhere, O
hesaid Butuntil Congressfbwersdiminish,Symms
said,political amateursvill needto hire expertdike
himselfwho learnedhow Congresavorks by being
memberof Congress.

September 25, 1994. Copyright 1994, by The
Spokesman-Review. Used with permission of The
Spokesman-Review
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AuCoin emergesaslobbyist for
timber industry

The former congressman
says the main theat to a
Obalanced solutionO is the
Oextemegreenleft,Onot
the industry

By JEFF MAPES
of The Oregonianstaff

Former DemocraticRep. Les
AuCoin, who sought a middle
groundbetweertimberandenvi-
ronmentalinterestswhen he ran
for the U.S. Senatdastyear,has
emergedasakey lobbyistfor the
timberindustry.

AuCoinsaidhehadnot changed
his views on the NorthwestOfer-
estcrisis, but he said he thought
themainthreat agai nst athal anced
solutionGowcameOfrontheex-
tremegreenleft.O

Theveterarpoliticianisbarred
fromlobbyingCongres$or ayear
afterheleft theHousein January.

He has had severalmeetings
with Clinton administrationoffi-
cialswho aredraftinga newplan
for managingheregionOforests.
AuCoin also has helpedtimber
officials plantheirlobbyingstrat-
egy.

AuCoin works for Bogle &
Gates,a Seattle-basedaw firm
thatrepresenttheNorthwest~or-
estResource€ouncil.Thisgroup
includesacoalitionof timber com-
paniesandassociationdts chair-

AuCOIN

OHeusedto get a lot of his
campaigncontributionsfrom the
timber industry,Gsaid Bob Chlopak
of Americandor theAncientFor-
est,0andow heOgettinghis re-
tainer check fromtheindustry. Not
much has changed.O

Several environmentalists
spreadherumorthatAuCoinand
MikeDraper of theWestern Coun-

man is John Hampton, a PortlanH” of IndustrialWorkershadmet

lumberman.
AuCoinOstatusasaDemocrat
alsoappeargso helpmakehim an
effective advocatefor the indus-
try. Hamptonsaidit was Opoliti-

with Katie McGinty, who heads
ClintonO©ffice of Environmen-
tal Policy,andwarnedherthatthe
industry would fight a proposed
harvestievel of lessthan 2.5 bil-

cally naiveO to expect otherwise! 0N board-feet in Oregon and

Environmentalists wooed by
AuCoin during his unsuccessful
Senate race against Republican
Bob Packwoodsay they are un-
happyN but not surprisedN by
AuCoinOsewrole.

Environmental lobbyistsfought
with AuCoin in the mid-1980s
whenhepushedor anincreasen
timber harvestsfrom his seaton
the House AppropriationsCom-
mittee. Theysayit wasonly dur-
ing the Senate campaign that
AuCoin movedcloserto their po-
sition.

(He® lobbying hard for
unsustainableatesof logginglike
he did whenhe wason the com-
mittee,&aid Brock Evansof the
National Audubon Society. Ot
sounddike areversiortoprevious
form.O

Washington.

AuCoin and Drapersaidthey
metwith herbutdid notissueany
ultimatumor harvest numbers. The
White Houseconfirmedtheir ac-
countof themeeting.

During his Senatecampaign,
AuCoinsaidhedid notwanttogut
the nationOenvironmentallaws
andthathewanteda solutionthat
protectedold-growth forestsand
the spottedowl, while also pre-
serving as many mill jobs as pos-
sible.

AuCoin saidthe day after his
bruisinglossto Packwoodhathe
wouldnObecomea lobbyist. But
AuCoin,sayinghehadbeerreact-
ing emotionally,in Januarywent
to work for Bogle & Gatesasdi-
rector of government relations.

(continued on page 37)
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Chapter 3

Corporate Money and Political Power

Big money still rules
U.S.politics in 092

Associated Pess

WASHINGTONNBIig money
wasbiggerthaneverin the 1992
election.

An estimated $100 million
pouredinto the presidentiaklec-
tion from corporationsandfat cat
donorsNexactlythekind of dona-
tionsthatpost-Watergateeforms
soughtto eliminate by financing
White Housecampaignavith tax
dollars.

selSamueDash,agreedQOlthink
once again weQren a situation
unfortunately wheremoney isbuy-
ing power,O he said.

But Dash said Bill ClintonOs
incomingadministrations poised
to make a change, noting the
Democrat has already said he
would havesignedthe sweeping
campaign finance reform bill
passedby Congressearlier this
yearbutvetoedoy PresidenBush.

In the congressional races, big Thatbill wouldhaveeliminated

spendingequaledwinning once theso-calledsoftmoneyloophole
again,asall butafewincumbents thatunionsandcorporationsfor-

survived the anti-Washington
moodof the electorateAs usual,
theirwarchestgot plentyof help

from political action committees. $100,000, to the political parties.

OMorethanin any otherelec-
tion,in 1992yousawthefailureof
existing campaign-finance laws
andrules,damentecEllenMiller,
executivedirector of the watch-
dog Centerfor ResponsivePoli-
tics.

biddenfrom donatingdirectly to
candidates, haveusedtoplow large
sumsof money,oftenupwardsof

Oltwill bedifficult for Clinton
to back away from that,ODash
said.

ChristineVarney, general coun-
sel to ClintonOscampaign,pre-
dicted campaignfinance reform
would be a concernOearlyon....

ministrationcrafts.

Thesamaypesof fat-catdona-
tions to presidential candidates
duringtheWatergateeraled Con-
gressto changethe rules. They
limitedindividualcontributiongo
$1,000percandidateperelection,
refined the prohibitionagainst cor-
poratedonationsandendedoresi-
dential candidates(elianceon pri-
vatemoney by fully financingtheir
campaignsand conventionswith
tax dollars.

ButtheOsoft-moneyiGophole
in thoserules allowed the huge
privatecontributionsto continue,
asgeneral-purposgiftsto thepo-
litical parties.

Softmoneyfirst becameanis-
suefour yearsago,butanAssoci-
atedPresgeviewearlierthisyear
revealedthe practicequietly re-
sumedn 1980 Jessthanfive years

after the post-Watergate reforms.

Andwhile morethan$170mil-
lion in taxmoneywasgivento the

Ol think weBre worse off todaVeés:ommittedto real change,O presidentialcampaigns the two

than before Watergate, because
thereismorebigmoney thanever,O
shesaid.

One man who observed the

shesaid.

ClintonO®wn campaignben-
efitedmuchfrom the Democratic
PartyO®xplosionof soft money

abusewf thatera,former Senate fromrichdonorsvhoOlhowhave

Watergatecommitteechief coun-

aninterestin the policieshis ad-

majorpartiescollectedmorethan
$70million in soft moneyto pay
for get-out-the-vote drives and
otheractivities.

Lewiston Tribune
November 7, 1992
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Editorial

Bribing the judges of Congress
to vote right

If aninsurancecompanywereinvolvedin a
lawsuitand,during the courseof thetrial, gave
thejudgeacampaigrcontributionpoththeinsur-
ancecompanyandthejudgewould bein serious
legaldifficulty.

But if it is a memberof Congresdrying to
decidetheissueof whetherto changehehealth
insurancesystem,and an insurancecompany
givesthecongressmaacampaigrcontribution,
theonly consequencis theprobablevote of the
congressmatfior whateverthe insurancecom-
panywants.

During this yearOsongressionahttemptsto
reform health care,lobbyistsfor the insurance
industrymadecampaigncontributionsto mem-
bersof Congresivolvedin thedecisionNwhile

(continued from page 35)

AuCoinsaidthenhewouldwork Oorissues
of my choiceGndthat Oanyon&ho wantsto
gooutandannihilatehespottecbwl! shouldnot
pick up the phone and call me.O

In atelephonenterviewfrom Washington,
D.C., on WednesdayAuCoin said his views
hadnCthanged.

Ol0vgiven themthe bestadvicel could,O
AuCoin said of his new clients, Owhichis to
proceedto advocateto this administrationa
positionthatrepresents balancedapproach.O

AuCoin said he finds a new willingness
amongtimber officials to follow anapproach
that protectsold-growth forestsand wildlife,
while also preservingas many mill jobs as
possible.

Oregonian
June 12, 1993

theyweremakingit. Indeedthoseontheotherside
of theissuealsomadecontributiongo memberof

Congresdlt waslike ajudgegettinggreasedy the
plaintiff or the defendantwhile decidinga case
betweerthetwo.

ExceptjudgesdonOtlo that. TheydonOdo that
becausé is groundgor legalgrief. AndtheydonOt
doit becaus¢hejudicial professions acallingthat
tendsto appealto peoplewith someideals,some
standardssome personalethics that keep them
from doing tacky thingslike thatevenif the law
permitted it.

That is the whole point of objectionsto the
chronicconflictsofinteresin Congressyhethein
the insuranceindustry, the defenseindustry or
someothermotherloadof defactograft. It should
notrequirealaw for anethicalpersorto seethatit
Is poor policy to accepigratuitiesfrom any of the
parties to a dispute you are deciding.

Bribing membersof Congresswith campaign
contributionsattheverytimetheyaredecidingan
iIssueinvolving the contributorsmay be legally
safe, but both the legislatorswho acceptedhat
moneyandtheindustrylobbyistswhopaidit know
thatwhattheydid is sleazy at oddswith deciding
thesemattersin the public interestandtherefore
wrong,wrong,wrong.

You might aswell appearbeforeajudgeona
speedingticket and, just before he decidesyour
case grandlyhandhim a $100bill. Of courseno
congressman nor insuranceindustry lobbyistwould
ever do anything like that.

But only because itOs against the law.

-B.H.

Lewiston Morning Tribune
September 17, 1994
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NW legislatorsget most

Hatfield, Gorton and Kempthorne amongthose
receivinghefty industry contributions

By Scott Sonner
of the Associated Pess

WASHINGTONN The forest
products industry has pumped
morethan$7million intocongres-
sional political campaignsover the
pastfive years,with the biggest
sharedirectedat membersn the
Pacific Northwest,a report said
Thursday.

Sen. Mark Hatfield, R-Ore,,
headedthe list in the report re-
leasedby the U.S. PublicInterest
ResearclGroupandthe Western
Ancient Forest Campaign, GAmeri-
can Taxpayersdrorests Destroyed:
Membersof CongressReapthe
Benefits.O

Freshman Idaho Sen. Dirk
Kempthornewassixth overallin
the Senate, receiving $55,000.
SeniorSen Larry Craig,aRepub-
lican, reported$51,300in contri-
butions puttinghimjustoutof the
top 10.

IntheHouse, Rep. Norm Dicks,
D-Wash., andHouse Speaker Tom
Foley,D-Wash. rankedsixthand
seventhin contributionsfor their
1992re-electioncampaignswith
$22,200and $21,999, respectively.

|daho® two representatives,
Democrat.arry LaRoccoandRe-
publican Michael Crapo were
bothin thetop20,LaRoccal 1that

$19.250 and Crapo 13th at
$18,700.
Membersof the Idaho,Wash-

Ore.,rankedeighthamongsena-
torswith $52,500.
FreshmanSen. Patty Murray,

ingtonandOregoncongressional D-Wash. receivedonly $10,000.

delegations received more than
twicetheaveragetimber PAC con-
tributions of other members of
Congress, the report said.
OOunationalheritagds being
sold to the highestbidder,Csaid

But the four Northwestsenators
combinedreceivedan averageof
$51,700in timber PAC money,
comparedo a Senate-wideaver-
age of $21,616.

Their money accounted for

SusanBirmingham, US PIRGOs morethanonethird of all thetim-

environmental advocate.

OFoeverydollarthatmembers
of Congresgakefrom thetimber
industry, the remaining ancient
forestamovecloserto extinction,O
shesaid.

Politicalactioncommitteegor
thetimberandpapelindustrycon-
tributed $3.8 million to Senate
campaigndgrom 1987-92 the re-
port said.On the Houseside,the
report reviewed only contributions
for 1991-92findingatotalof $3.2
million.

Hatfield, ranking Republican
onthe Senate A ppropriationsCom-
mittee,pickedup $87,786for his
1990 re-election campaign. A
spokesmarfor HatfieldOffice
saidthesenatohadnoimmediate
comment.

Sen. Dan Coats, R-Ind., was
secondvith $74,000followedby
Sen.SladeGorton,R-Wash.with

berindustryPAC contributiongo
Northwest Housemembers. Fresh-
men Reps. Elizabeth Furse, D-
Ore.,, and Jay Inslee, D-Wash.,
weretheonly Northwesmembers
whoreceivechomoneyfromtim-
berPACs,thereportsaid.

FurseGspponentn lastyearOs
race,former OregonRepublican
StateTreasureiony Meeker led
all Housecandidateshationwide
with $46,556in timberPAC con-
tributions.

Outsidethe Northwest timber
industry PACs spentmore than
$52,000to defeattwo prominent
advocatesf forest protectionN
former Reps.Jim Jontz,D-Ind.,
and PeterKostmayer,D-Pa.,the
reportsaid.

Rep.SteveBuyer,R-Ind.,who
unseated Jontz, led all current
Housememberswith $34,498from
timberindustryPACs.Rep.James

$58,514. Sen. Bob Packwood, R&reenwoodR-Pa. who defeated

(continued on next page)
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from timber lobby

TOP CONTRIBUTIONS

Associated Pess

TOP 10 SENATE

1. Mark Hatfield, R-Ore.,$87,786

2. Dan Coats, R-Ind., $74,000

3. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., $58,514

4. Trent Lott, R-Miss., $57,510

5. Arlen SpecterR-Pa.,$56,000

6. Dirk KempthorneR-Idaho,$55,000
7. Hank Brown, R-Colo., $53,500

8. Bob Packwood, R-Ore., $52,500

9. Howell Heflin, D-Ala., $52,500

10. Paul Coverdell, R-Ga., $52,200

TOP 20HOUSE

1. Stephen Buyer, R-Ind., $34,498
2. Charles Taylor, R-N.C., $30,200

4. Toby Roth, R-Wis., $23,400

5. John Reed, D-R.I., $22,500

6. Norm Dicks, D-Wash.,$22,200
7. Tom Foley, D-Wash., $21,999
8.JamedMcCrery,R-La.,$20,650
9. John Dollittle, R-Calif., $20,450
10.John Olver, D-Mass., $20,000

12. Don Young, R-Alaska, $19,250
13.MichaelCrapo,R-ldaho,$18,700
14. Sonny Callahan, R-Ala., $18,249

16.JamesGreenwoodR-Pa.,$17,750
17. Al Swift, D-Wash., $17,250

WASHINGTONRNHere is alist of forest-productindustrycontributionsto membersf Congresseportedby theU.S.
PublicinterestResearclGroupandthe WesternAncientForestCampaignThesourceof thedatais the NationalLibrary on

Money and Politics in Washington D.C. For the Senate, the money includes 1987-92. For the House, only 1991

NORTHWEST SENATE

HOUSE

3. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, $24,173

11. Larry LaRocco, D-ldaho, $19,250

15. William Emerson, R-Mo., $17,981

19.VicFazioD-Calif., $16,300
20.HaroldVolkmer D-Mo., $16,250

1. Mark Hatfield, R-Ore.,$87,786

2. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., $58,514

3. Dirk KempthorneR-ldaho,$55,000
4. Bob Packwood, R-Ore., $52,500

5. Larry Craig,R-ldaho,$51,300

6. PattyMurray, D-Wash.,$10,000

1. Norm Dicks, D-Wash.(6), $22,200

2. Tom Foley, D-Wash. (7), $21,999

3. Larry LaRocco, D-Idaho (11), $19,250
4. Michael Crapo, R-ldaho (13), $18,700
5. Al Swift, D-Wash. (17), $17,250

6. Bob Smith R-Ore., $14,850

7. JenniferDunn,R-Wash. $13,818

8. Peter Defazio, D-Ore., $10,500

9. JoleneUnsoeld D-Wash.,$8,500

10. Mike Kopetski,D-Ore.,$7,402
11.Mike Kreidler D-Wash.,$6,000
12.Maria Cantwell,D-Wash.,$5,000
13.RonWyden,D-Ore.,$1,500

14.Jim McDermott,D-Wash.,$1,000

15. Jay Inslee, D-Wash., none

16. Elizabeth Furse, D-Ore., none

18. Scott Klug, R-Wis., $17,100

Lewiston Morning Tribune
September 3, 1993

(continued from last page)

Kostmayer, picked up $17,750.

Thebiggessourceofthecongressionalontribu-
tionswasnearly$1.4million from anaffiliate of the
United Brotherhoodof Carpentersaand Joinersof

¥WestvacoCorp. Political ParticipationPro-

gram, $242,450

America,the Carpenterd.egislativelmprovement $124.092

Committee.

Build PAC of theNationalAssociatiorof Home
Builderscontributedbl1.1million datingto 1987 the

reportsaid.

The othertop donors,accordingto the report,

were:

$81,750

¥Champion International Corp., $107,227
¥Simpson Investment Co., PAC, $86,150
¥Weyerhaeus€o. SpecialShareholderBAC,

¥ Scott Paper Co. PAC, $81,298

¥Volunteergor BetterGovernmenbf Interna-
tional Paper Co., $219,210
¥GPEmployees-undof Georgia-PacificCorp.,

¥Stone Container Corp. PAC, $352,450

Lewiston Morning Tribune
September 3, 1993
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Editorial

Slade Gorton N going, going,
gone to timber

WashingtonSen.SladeGortonis no industryhealthywhile preservinggomeofthe
worsethanmostof theothermember®f the exceptional forests of the state.
Senatavhenit comedo acceptingontribu-
tionsfrom specialinterestsBut thatOsota These latest contributions pretty much
complimentNto Gorton or to the Senate. settlethatdebateén GortonOmind. His vote

ontheharvest-versus-conserveissuehasbeen
A list of his contributorsfor nextyearOs nailed down. Crank up your chainsaw.

re-electionbid has beenreleasedand of

courset isfilled with glaringcontributions ThatdoesnOhakeGortona bit different
by thefistful from thetimberindustry.That frompracticallyeveryoneslseinthecongres-
meanshatGortonOgoteisvirtually decided sionalelectionsincludinganyonevhomight
on timberissuesnotjustin a nextterm,if defeathim next year and vote the money
thereis one,butin theremaindeof thisone. given by environmentalistslt is the system
Thetimberindustryhasreingratiatedtself thatstinks,not Gorton.

with the senator.
But stink it does,to high heaven.Any

Therearealsopredictablecontributions systemthat lets money decidea senatorOs
on the list from the Washingtoncomputer vote ahead of time is in need of overhaul.
andaviationindustries And thatOsotvery
tidy eitherbutatleasthosdandustriegendto How long beforewe beginthe public fi-
involve issueson which thereis little divi- nancingof Senateampaignandleaveegis-
sion among the voters of Washington. latorslike Gortonindebtednlytothepeople

as a whole?NB.H.
Not so timber issues.Washingtonis a
stateinvolved in a debatewith itself over Lewiston Tribune
whereto drawtheline onkeepinghetimber August 12, 1993

40 TRANS/ITIONS September/October 1994



(Spokesman-Review 9-29-94)

Timber executives
giveto Gorton

By Scott Sonner
Associated Pess

WASHINGTONN Executives
for morethanadozentimbercom-
paniesand for The Boeing Co.,
Microsoft Corp. and Nintendo
Corp. are helping Sen. Slade
Gortonoff toagoodstartin hisbid
for a multimillion dollar re-elec-
tion campaign.

Gorton, R-Wash., collected
$475,950in campaigncontribu-
tions the first six monthsof this
yearincluding$123,465rom po-
litical actioncommitteesaccord-
ing to thereporthefiled with the
Federal Election Commission.

The two-term senatoreported
$443,070 cash on hand June 30.
A recent media report said

Gortonwantsto raise $7 million
for his 1994 re-electionbid but
DeborahBruntona spokeswoman
for the senator,said Tuesdayno
suchgoal had been established. She
declinedto providean estimateor
project a range of estimated costs.
It will beGortonO®urth Sen-
atecampaign. Heservedfrom 1980-
86butlostthe1986electionto Sen.
Brock Adams, D-Wash. Gorton
defeatedemocraMike Lowry in
1988to regainthe SenateLowry
took office as governor this year.
GortonObiggest PAC contri-

(continued on next page)
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Timber industry on winning side with
help for GOP candidates

LEWISTON (AP)NFinancereports
for statecampaignsshow IdahoOgour
largestimberindustrycontributorspent
morethan$91,0000n Republicanswho
won big majoritiesin the Idaho House
andSenate.

Only $15,500went to Democrats, and
much of that was spentin Democratic
primariespitting pro-industrycandidates
againsbtheramoreenvironmentallyori-
ented.

But SenatePresidenfro Tem Jerry
Twiggs,R-Blackfoot,saidthe GOPma-
jorities of 23-12in the Senateand50-20
in the Housewould generallybe recep-
tive to businessnterestseven without
campaign contributions.

OWhat do seeis quite a numberof
business-orientegeoplein the Legisla-
ture,OTwiggs said. OldonOthink busi-
nesswill haveanymorecloutbecausef
who theysupported.O

Still, environmentalistieartheldaho
Legislature(993sessionvill passnea-
suresto weakenfederaland stateenvi-
ronmentalontrols.

Olthink weOrgoingto be playinga
lot of defensivebattlesin protectingthe
environment,&aid Mike Medberry of
Ketchum, public landsdirector for the
IdahoConservatiorLeague.

OltOard to predict what kind of
crazyideasmightcomeoutof thisLegis-
lature,he said.Olhopereasorwill pre-
vail, but | have no great expectations.

But JosephHinson, executivevice
presidendf thelntermountairForestin-
dustry Associationin Coeur d@lene, said
he doesnot expecttimberto havemany
issues for lawmakers to address.

OJusbecausave wound up on the
winningsideof alot of racesn whichwe
contributedweOreotgoingto godown
therewithareal heavy legidativeagenda, O

o

Hinsorsaid.

Timber interestswill seekto trim a
fire protectionassessmernimposedon
private forest landownersby the state
LandBoardandwill fight effortstoimple-
mentadministrativeappealgrocedures
for timber sales on state lands.

Butthemajorlegislativeissuefacing
the industry may be taxesratherthan
environmental policy, Potlatch Corp.
spokesmarodd Maddockof Lewiston
saidTuesday.

If lawmakersconsidera tax shift to

shoreup the statebudget,the industry
may find itself defendingits 3 percent
investmenttax credit or its exemptions
under IdahoOs 5 percent sales tax.

OweOblewatchingthetaxissueand
trying to reflectour industry so thatwe
arenOgiven, letOsay,somekind of ex-
cessiveax load,OMaddocksaid.

Coeur D’Alene Press
December 31, 1992

(continued from last page)

butionssofarinclude$5,000from
HudsonValley PAC, a pro-Israel
PAC basedn New York; $5,000

RayonierQuinaultLoggingCorp.
of AberdeenWelco LumberCo.
of Lake StevensDelsonLumber

from SMAC PAC, a sheet-metal Co.of Olympia,Hoh River Tim-
andair conditioningcontractorsOber of Forks, Simpson Timber Co.,

groupin Seattleand$4,515from

Summit Timber, Plum Creek Tim-

WeyerhaeusdPAC, representing berCo.PacificLumber/Shipping,
theTacoma-basedood-products Willapal oggingCo., MankeLum-

giant.

More impressiveis the list of
timber-companyexecutiveswho
have pennedpersonalcontribu-
tionsto GortonOme-electiorcam-
paign for a total of more than
$20,000from timber PACs and
relatedindividuals.

Those contributions include
individual checksfor $250 or more
from representatives of ITT

berof TacomaandWeyerhaeuser.
Four Weyerhaeuser executives
each contributed $250 and the
company& retired chairman,
NortonClapp,gave$1,000.Three
Plum Creekofficials contributed
$250each.
TheLumberDealersPACalso
contributed$1,000.Gus Kuehne
of Tacomaheadof theNorthwest
Independent-orest Manufactur-

ers Association, gave $500.

Seven Microsoft executives,
includingcompanychairmanand
cofounderBill Gateshavegiven
Gortonatleast$250each.Chris-
topherLarsonof Seattlecontrib-
uted the mostN$1,750.

Threeexecutivesor Nintendo
Corp. and Nintendo of America
havecontributedatotalof $1,750,
while four executivesat Boeing
have provideda total of $3,000,
$1,0000f it from Frank Shrontz,
thecompanychairman.

McCawCommunicationspb-
litical action committeeand its
employeesiavecombinedo con-
tribute $6,500.

August 11, 1993. Copyright 1993, Spokesman-
Review. Used with permission of Spokesman-
Review
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Anti-W illlams memo sent with
Plum Creek checks

By William Simonsen

OnSeptl7employeestthePlumCreekmill in
ColumbiaFallsreceivedsomethingextrawith their
paycheck§l amemofromthemanageofthemill
inviting themto ananti-wildernessally andpoliti-
calliteraturecontainingslogansagainsincumbent
Rep.PatWilliams, D-Mont.

The memofrom DennisRobinsonwaswritten
on Plum Creek stationery.

CharlieGrenieryice presidenpf PlumCreekOs
Rocky Mountain Division, said attachingthememo
and political literature to the paychecksOwasa
mistake.O

He saida noticeabouttherally wassentoutto
four otherPlum Creekmills in westemMontana,
butwasnotpasseautwith paychecksttheother
mills.

Greniersaidit waspostedon bulletinboardsat
theothermills.

Thememosaidarally wasplannedDirresponse
tothewildernessproposal by RepresentativesVinto
(sic) andWilliams.O

OThdiberal politiciansaretrying to takeaway
our reasondor living in Montana.LetOsiot let it
happen,®obinsonOmemosaid.

Montanaelectiondawsstate Olfis unlawfulfor
anyemployerjn payinghisemployeesghesalaryor
wageduethem toincludewith theirpaythename
of anycandidateranypolitical mottos devicesor
arguments...O

It alsostatesQltis unlawfulfor anemployerto
exhibit in a place where his employeesnay be
working any handbill or placardcontainingany
threat promise noticeor informationGhisjob will

be jeopardized if a certain candidate is elected.

A staffmemberof DoloresColberg,statecom-
missionerof political practice,said Friday that
Colbergwasin Ontario,Canadaattendinga con-

It is “hard to believe that the memo got
inadvertently stapled to the paychecks. It’s
a stretch to believe an unauthorized person

can go in and do this.”

ference and would not return until Oct. 5.

One of ColbergOslutiesis to investigateall
complaints of unlawful election practices.

Jim Shire,assistanattorneygeneralandlegal
counsefor Colberg saidFridayhecouldnotcom-
mentonthecaseorinvestigatenychargesintil he
was assigned to do so by Colberg.

WilliamsisrunningagainsRep.RonMarlenee,
R-Mont. Will Brooke, campaign manager for
Marlenee saidthe memoandthe slogansdid not
originate from the Marlenee campaign.

He said,however OWeapproveof freespeech.
Weapproveof peoplemakingtheirfeelingsknown
about legislation that is pending.O

Olwould belessthancandidif | saidwe didnOt
like it,O said Brooke.

JoelLamsonWilliamsGampaignmanagersaid
hewasmoreconcernedboutvotersgettinginac-
curateinformationthanaboutpossibleviolations
of electionlaws.

He said, OWeare mostconcernedhat people
know the wildernessill doesnGiffectthetimber
supply to mills. To give that impression is false.O

Lamsonsaid it was Ohardo believethat the
memogotinadvertentlystapledto the paychecks.
ItOsstretchto believeanunauthorizeghersorcan
go in and do this.O

Thepacketattachedo thepaycheckgontained
a list of suggestedlogango be usedat therally.
One of the slogans read: ONo more Williams,

(continued on next page)
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Plum Creekfaceselectioncharge

By DON
SCHWENNESEN
of the Missoulian

KALISPELL N TheFlathead County
attorney filed a misdemeanor charge
againsPlumCreekTimberCo.onTues-
day for allegedlyviolating a stateelec-
tioneeringlaw lastSeptember.

The companyis accusedf stapling
|eafletsto empl oyeepaychecksthat urged
attendanceat arally to supportmultiple
usesfor public lands. In addition, the
|eafletssuggested slogansfor picket signs,
someof which targetedRep. Pat Will-
iams, R-Mont., for defeatfor beingtoo
sympatheticto environmentaland wil-
dernessnterests.

Statelaw prohibits employersfrom
sendingout political materialswith pay-
checksTheallegedviolationoccurrecht
the company@ medium-density fiber-

board plant in Columbia Falls.

CountyAttorney Tom Eschsaidthe
complaintchargeghecompanywith the
violationbutdoesnotnameanyindividu-
als.

He said companyofficials will be
summonedo answetrthe complaintand
enterapleaataJusticeCourthearinglan.
21at2:30p.m.

The offensecarriesa maximumfine
of $1,000,or six monthsin jail if an
individual is convicted.

After theleafletsappearedh payen-
velopes, two citizen complaints were
lodgedagainsthecompanywith former
stateCommissioneof PoliticalPractices
DoloresColburg,whocompletecherin-
vestigationbeforeher term expiredlast
week.

Eschsaid he receivedher reporton
Monday and concludedthat the action
merited prosecution.

Though he didnOwiew the alleged
violation as a seriouscrime, Eschsaid
campaign practice standards must be
maintained.

Oltwould be just aswrong if they
disseminated wilderness stuff making
derogatoryremarksabout(former Rep.
Ron) Marlenee,O Esch said.

CharlesGrenier, Plum Creek@Rocky
Mountainvice presidentdeclaredafter
theincidentcameto light thathehadnot
authorizedthe leafletsandthat the firm
would make amendsif it had madea
mistake.

Eschsaidheunderstoodhatthefirm
had previously circul atedin-housememos
Oprohibitingthat type of activity. They
wereeither forgottenorignoredthistime,O
he speculated.

Missoulian
January 6, 1993

(continued from last page)

wildemes®rwolves.@nothersaid OPatVilliams
just committed suicide in his election year.O
GreniersaidFridayhenotifiedall mill managers

on the company Os policy on flyers and posters.

Greniersaidhedid notknowin advanceabout
the memos going out with the paychecks.

OWaeegrettheincidentbutwe canQindoit, he
said.

He saidthe memoOwaglearly not consistent
with our policy on politics.O

He saidthememowascirculatedwith thepay-
checksn aneffort to reachworkersOwhavereoff
shift.O0

Thememosaidtherally wassponsoredby the
Westem Environmental Trade Association
(WETA).

But PeggyTrank, WETA executivedirector,
said her organizationhad no knowledgeof the
flyers.

WETA isanon-profittradeorganizatiorwhose

main contributors include Plum Creek, Exxon,
Conoco,

Atlantic Richfield, Champion International,
Montana Power Co. and Louisiana-Pacific.

Tranksaid,Oltis nothingwe advocatedpothing
we promoted.O

RossTitus, presidenof the FlatheadChapterof
the MontanaWildernessAssociation,said in an
openletterto the presidenof Plum Creekthatthe
wildernessbill sponsoredoy Williams would re-
lease 98.5 percent of timber suitable for logging.

Olsn@8.5percenenoughfor PlumCreek?®e
asked.

He said Plum Creekwasattemptingto createa
falsejobsissue while companypoliciesthreatened
the jobs of timber workers.

Titus saidPlum Creekwasendangeringobsby
exportingrawlogsto Asia,byloggingits landsatan
accelerated rate and by selling its timber land.

Bigfork Eagle, Bigfork, MT
September 30, 1992
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Chapter 4

Reform?

GOP kills campaignreform bill

Measure latest victim of partisan politics, self-inteest

of incumbents

NewYork Times

WASHINGTONNA bill to overhaulthe way
electioncampaigndor Congressarefinanceddied
Friday,joining universahealthinsurancendother
measured the graveyardvhereso muchlegisla-

tionhasbeerburiedin thelastdaysof thisCongress.

The campaignfinance bill was taken off the
agendafterthe Senatdailed onelasttimeto enda
Republicarfilibuster. Thevotewas52 to 46, eight
shy of the 60 votesneededo invoke cloture and
breaktheimpasse.

The bill fell victim to the sameforcesthat for
morethanadecadéiavekilled measureso change
thecampaigrfinancesystempartisanpolitics, dif-
ferencedetweerthe SenateandHouseabouthow
todealwith politicalactioncommitteesnd, ,mostof
all, the self-interest of incumbent lawmakers.

PresidenClinton had nothingto sayaboutthe
matterFriday,buttheWhite Housesaidit wouldbe
atopic of hisradioaddresshis morning.Although
hestronglyadvocatedhangesn campaigrfinance
rulesduringhisracefor thepresidencyClintonhas
notplacedmuchpublicemphasi®ntheissuesince
hetook office.

His pressecretaryDeeDeeMyers,said:OObvi-
ously,thepresidents very disappointeditOsome-
thing thatheObeenfighting for throughouthelast
20 months.O

The bill would have allowed partial public fi-

nancingof congressionatampaignstequiredcan-
didateswho acceptedhe moneyto abideby limits
ontheamounttheycouldspendandplacedalower
ceiling on what political actioncommitteescould
donate.

Georgel. Mitchell, the Senatemajority leader,
blamedRepublicandor the demiseof legislation.
Theirview, hesaid,is Oteadowntheinstitutionso
we can inherit the rubble.O

OThevery peoplewho wantto keepthis system
that hasbroughtCongressnto suchdisreputeare
trying to be the beneficiariesof that disrepute,O
Mitchell, D-Maine, said on the Senate floor.

Fifty Democratsandtwo Republicanssotedto
endthe filibuster. Six Democratsand40 Republi-
cans voted against it.

At anewsconferenceSen Mitch McCounellR-
Ken., who led the filibuster, retorted,Olmakeno
apologies for killing this turkey of a bill.O

FredWertheimer presidenbf CommonCause,
which haslobbiedfor campaigrfinancereformfor
a generationfound plenty of blameto go around:
Republicans, who Ghavenow opposed and obstructed
everyseriousefforttocleanupthecorruptcampaign
finance systemfor the past20 yearsOthe House
Democraticleadership, which Onexcusably del ayed
anddelayedanddelayed,@ndthe presidentwho

Onever made campaign finance reform a priority.O

October 1, 1994. Copyright 1994, by The Spokesman-Review. Used with
permission of The Spokesman-Review
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Filibuster dooms

Bill&s defeatmeansbusinessasusualin Congress

Knight-Ridder

WASHINGTONNA bill thatwould havelim-
ited the power of lobbyistsand sharplycurtailed
gifts to memberof Congressvaskilled Thursday
by Senate Republicans.

In a stunningreversalof earlieroverwhelming
votesin favor of the bills in both housesf Con-
gress,the Senatefell 14 votesshortof the two-
thirds majority neededo breaka Republicarfili-
buster and pass the legislation.

Thepracticaleffectof thevotewill beto allow
business as usual to continue here.

Thousandsf unregisteretbbbyistswill still be
ableto ply theirtradein unmolestedecrecyAnd
memberof Congreswvill continueto availthem-
selvesof expensivameals freevacationtrips and

other favors from lobbyists and special interests.

ThebillOssponsorsaidthelast-minuteblitz to
topplethebill wasengineeredy HouseMinority
LeaderNewt Gingrich,R-Ga.,aspartof his strat-
egy both to deny Democratsan election-season
victory and to portray the Democrat-controlled
Congress as hopelessly inept.

Thebill wasdefeatedvith thehelpof anunusual
coalition of religiousconservativesthe Chamber
of Commercethe National RestauranfAssocia-
tion, the American Civil Liberties Union and a
numberof lobbyistsfor corporationsassociations
andunions.

The Republicansand their allies claimedthe
legislationplacedunfairadministrativéourdenson
grass-root$obbyingorganizations.

Butgovernment-watchdogyoupssharplycriti-
cizedthe Senateaction.

OThesenatorswho today voted to block this
lobby disclosureandgift-banlegislationaftervot-
ing for thelegislationearlierin this Congressave
engagedin a level of hypocrisy rarely seenin
American life, 0 Common CausePresidentFred

Wertheimersaidin a statementOltis an effort by
obstructionissenatorso stayonthelobbyists@ole
that currently paysfor their vacationtrips, Super
Bowl tickets, free meals, entertainmentand the
like.O

Bob Schiff, staff attorneyat Public CitizenOs
CongressWatch, said a last-minutecampaignby
right-wing groupsgavelawmakerghe excusehey
needed to dodge reform.

OPeopleidnOwant this reform and they took
advantagef the coverthatwasgiventhemby the
campaignof misinformationasthe reasornto vote
againsthebill, Ohesaid.OWeOumonvincedhatthe
allegationsof RushLimbaughandNewt Gingrich
arebaselesandthisbill wasasignificantreformof
theway businesss donein Washington andthatOs
why it went down.O

LobbyistspraisedhebillOslefeatjnsistingthere
Is nothingwrong with talking with a congressman
over a burger or a golf green.

FredGebler,presidenpf the AmericanLeague
of Lobbyistsandalobbyistfor theEDSCorp.,said
thegift banwouldhavediscriminatecggainstobby-
istsby makingthemadhereo higherstandardshan

anyone else who contacts a member of Congress.

OAlthoughthe AmericanLeagueof Lobbyists
hasrepeatedlysupportedlisclosurdegislation the
bill thatwasunderconsiderationvasfatally flawed
sinceit providedinequitabletreatmenbf lobbyists
fromregularcitizens, Geblersaid OWdeelthatwe
havethe sameFirst Amendmentrights asregular
citizens Wethoughtt impingedonourrightsoffree
speectandassociation.O

Republicansmoved late Thursdayto remove
their footprintsfrom the sceneof the reform billOs
ambushSenatéMinority LeadeiBobDole,R-Kan.,
proposeda scaled-backversionthat would cover

only the ban on gifts.
(continued on next page)
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lobbying reform

It would not requirethe unregisteredobbyists
hereto revealthemselvesanddisclosewhomthey
workedfor andhow muchthey spentto influence
legislation and policy.

TheDemocraticsponsorsf thebill regardedhe
Republicarcounter-plarcoolly.

OldonOthink they aredoing anythingwhich is
feasibleandwhichwouldsignificantlyreformCon-
gress,GaidSen CarlLevin, D-Mich., Obecaugbat
runsinto their argumenthat weOraot capableof
reformingitNand thereforewe shouldbe booted
outof office.O

But Levin said he will Onotclosethe door to
significantreformffersfrom RepublicansOHow-
ever,Ohe added, OlOndubious that weOllsee a
serious proposal brought forward.O

Rep. John Bryant, D-Texas, the chief House
sponsorof the original bill, questionedwhether
therewasenoughimein theremaininghoursof this
congressional session to forge a compromise.

OWhatveOrdikely to seeis a Republicareffort
to coverthemselvesvith anunworkableandunac-
ceptablgproposal, Bryantsaid,Odesignetb make

it seemasthoughtheyOrn favorof improvements,

when what theyOreeally proposingcouldnObe
consideredn theremainingtime.O

Althoughasecond/oteto surmounthefilibuster
is scheduledor this morning,the large marginof
defeaton the first try makessucces®f that effort
unlikely.

ThevoteThursdayto breakthefilibusterwasb2-
46,somel4shyof thetwo-thirdsmajorityrequired.
Normally,only athree-fifthsmajorityis neededbut

thelargernumberwasneededn this casebecause
the legislationcalledfor a changein the SenateOs

rules.

Earlier this year, both the lobbying disclosure
andgift banprovisionspassedhe Senatdy 20to 1
margins.

On thefilibuster vote Thursday,10 Democrats

defectedtothe GOPand seven Republicansswitched
to the Democraticcolumn. Notably, some40 Re-

publicangeversedheirvotesfromlastMay onthe
originallobbyingandgift banproposalswhenthey
approved the legislation.

ThemeasuréadpassedheHousdastweekby
a comfortablemargin, after first surviving a har-
rowingvoteonaproceduramotiontobringit tothe
floor.

Sen.Don Nickles, R-Okla.,who led the fight
againsthebill, saidit would havelaid unfairand
heavy registrationand bookkeepingburdenson
suchlobbies,andforcedthemto revealthenames,
addresseandplacesof busines®f their contribu-
tors.Both Levin andBryantprotestedhatsucha
readingwasincorrectandintendedsolelyto pro-
vide cover for the enemies of reform.

OTheres absolutelynothing in our bill that
wouldimpingeontherightsof individualsto com-
municatedirectly or indirectly with their elected
officials,OLevin said,Oandbsolutelynothingin it
wouldrequirethedisclosureof membershiists.O

Oneof thenation@most vocal grass-rootsgroups,
RossPerotOsJnited We StandAmerica, agreed
with Levin.

OUSWAsupportghe passagef the bill, Osaid
USWA official RossVerneyin amemoto its state
coordinators.OThisbill will reducethe special-
interestinfluenceon policy-makerdy closingthe
loopholedobbyistsuseto providegifts andjunkets
to public officials.O

Joan Claybrook, presidentof Public Citizen,
another grass-roots lobbying organization, in-
veighed against the billOs opponents.

ORegretfully,Ghesaid, OitOsery hardto get
senatorandrepresentativet® reformthemselves,
andthatOsssentiallyvhattheywereaskedo doin
this bill. Membersjust donOtvant change They
donQwantlimitationsongiftsandfreetrips.Sothat
phonyOgrass-root&ueraisedby opponentsvas
agreatcoverfor themto voteagains{stoppingthe

filibuster).O
October 7, 1994 Copyright 1994, by The Spokesman-Review.
Used with permission of The Spokesman-Review
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